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“NEGOTIATIONS WITH France.” We commence 
the publication of a very interesting series of docu- 
ments under this head. They are of a character which 
commands a place in the Recisrer, and it is desirable 
that they should be disposed of before the meeting of 
eopgress. 





PRES!DENTIAL ELECTION. 
| Returns, so far as they are known.] 
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STATES. Electors pene Clay.) Crawford. |Jackson. 

Maine 9 9 | 0 0 0 
‘ew Hampshire; 8 6 0 0 0 
Massachusetts 1b 15 0 0 0 
thode-Isiand 4 

‘onnecticut S S 0 0 0 
‘ermont 7 7 0 v 0 
‘ew-York 36 

‘ew-Jersey 8 0 0 0 8 
Pennsylvania 23 0 0 0; | 28 
Delaware 3 

laryland 11 3 0 1 ” 
irginia 24 0 0 24 0 
‘orth Carolina} 15 

south Carolina} 11 

peorgia 9 | 

entucky 14 | 

ennessee ll | 

hio 16 | 

pdiana 5 

inois 3 

issouri 3 

ississippi 3 

ouisiana 5 

labama 5 

: 261 | | 
Marne. 


The “Eastern Argus,” of Portland,‘ of the Ist inst. 
lling the people to the polls to vote for eleciors 
president and vice president, said **Choose ye this 
y whom you will serve”? This is something new. 
ought, in my opinion, to have been so worded, that 
p electors should have been invited to come forward 
determine who should serve roem. At least, this 
buld have been the old fasiioned way of deing the 
Siness. It used to be thought that public officers 
re the servants of the people; but the rule adepted 
the little congressional caucus at Washington would 
to establish the fact, that the people should be 
P servants of their officers—to which however they 
not seem to be agreed, even in Maine; for every 
eto be given by that state will be against the no- 
nation of the caucus, and im favor of Mr. Adams. 
mberland, the only doubtful district, has been 
urd from. The Adams ticket has succeeded there- 


__In the others, the opposition appears to have been 
ling. 
















New Hampshire. 
Ynly one ticket was run in this state for electors 
president and vice president, and its undivided 
Will be given to Mr. Adams. Yet it is not long 
€ that New Hampshire was pretty confidently 
med for the caucus nomination! 
Massachusetts. 
he last returns give 26,126 votes for the Adams 
et, and 5,410 for the opposition. A few days be- 
b the election took place we were told that 5,000 


26ns, opposed to Mr. A. had met at Fanueil hall— 
Yo) XXVH.——11. 
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‘nimous vote. 
support Mr. Calhoun for the vice presidency. 


yet ihe vote in Boston was 3,071 for Adams 1,173 for 
the opposing tickets. In the town of Quincy, the 
Adams ticket received every vote; at Salem, the 
residence of Mr. Pickering, the same ticket had 641 to 
224; and at Mendon, the residence of Mr. Jonathan 
Russell, the vote was for Mr. Adams 194, against him 
42. 
, Rhode Island. 

The election has not yet taken place in this state. 
No ticket opposed to Mr. Adams, had been agreed on 
at our last advices—though it has been positively said, 
and within a few days too, that Mr. Crawford will get 
the vote of Rhode Island! 

Connecticut. 

The present return of votes gives 6,630 forthe Adams 
ticket and 1,601 for that called the “‘unpledged” one. 
Vermont. 

Jonas Galusha, Titus Hutchinson, Joseph Burr, Ja- 
hez Proctor, John Msson, Daniel Carpenter and Asa 
Ajdis, all friendly to the election of Mr. Adams, have 
been appointed electors of president and vice presi- 
dent by the legislature of Vermont, by an almost una- 
It is understood also, that they will 


New York. , 
In another place, see page 163, some account is 


‘giveh of certain proceedings had at Albany, ip refer- 


ence to the presidential election. The “National 
Intelligencer,” a few days ago, gave us a “Crawford 
ticket,” which had been agreed upon by a decided 
majority of the legislature, as it was said; and assert 
ed, with the greatest confidence, that it would be car- 
ried. Later accounts, however, present us only with 
confused reports, shewing that the result is altogether 
uncertain; and neither of the parties having a majori- 
ty of the whole number, it is not likely that either of 
the three [hitherto] prominent candidates will obtain 
all the votes of the state. Their force is thus represent- 
ed in the legislature--in favor of Mr. Crawford 68--Mr. 
Adams 57—-Mr. Ciay 28—the remainder for gen. 
Jackson.* The friends of the latter are said to be 
rapidly increasing, and it is strongly intimated that 
he may be generally supported, and get all the votes, 
by way oi compromise between the different par- 





ties; and it seems understood that the ticket just 
above spoken of, will not prevail. The scene pre- 
sented at Albany is one of its own kind; and I can- 


;not hazard even a conjecture as to what its termi- 


‘nation will be. 


— 





It is probable that the election took 
place on Wednesday last, unless, as it was thought by 
some it might happen, that no choice ean be made! 

P. S.—Suturday, 9 o'clock. There is not a word of 
additional news from New-York, except that three 
tiekets have been formed, neither of which, it is be 
lieved, willhave the majority They are for Adams, 
Crawford and Clay. 

New Jersey. 

It is remarkable that we have not yet received a 
return of the votes of this state. But we regard it as 
ascertained, that the complete Jackson ticket has sue- 
ceeded by a majority of 1000 to 1200. 

Pennsylvania. . 

When the list of votes is entire we shall give it. 
Those before us shew 29,710 for the Jackson ticket, 
4,997 for Adams, 3,418 for Crawford, and 1,694 for 
Clay. 





ath 


*Another paper gives the following as the strength 
of parties in the legislature—Adams 58, @rawford 
49, Clay $1, Jackser 29. 
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a ; Delaware. jare notgiven. If the votes are collected by counties 
| Saturday morning, 9 o’elock—We stop the press to} and published, the article shall be registered for re- 
| take out an articie relative to the Delaware election, | ference. 
a and insert what follows:—Contrary to the first state- . Ohio. 
| 4 ; ment, itnow seems that three electors are declared Ciay. Jackson, Adams. 
He, to have been chosen. Messrs. Jolin Caldwell, Joseph{ Ross county 1401 301 155 
Le G. Rowland and Isaac Tunnell—the first is for Mr. } Jackson 197 126 - 5 
‘a if Glay, the second for Mr. Adams, and the third for Mr.| Champaign, (in part) 496 17 100 
1 i Crwaford. Mr. Rowland had 2! votes, but the others | Pickaway, do. 105 29 00 
avy only 15 cach, er exactly one half of the number ef ballots: | Franklin, do. 35-4 161 262 
i ue but the speaker of the senate declared they were | Highland, do. $80 276 118 
id : elected! The result is spoken of as one of the strang- | Guernsey do. 85 19 2 
Ae . est things that has heppened. The following is given | Adams county 240 811 63 
A “as the force of parties in the legisiature at the com- | Jeflersoa county 506 911 303 
ore mencement of the meeting—ior Mr. Adams 14, Mr. | Hamilton 163 2654 1270 
Crawford 11, gen. Jackson 5. Mr. Ciay had not one} Warren 320 1840 978 
friend in the body. The ‘Watchman’ speaks severely —_— ieee 
of the “bargaining and intrigue” exhibited, and sup- Totals 4847 7146 3256 


poses that Messrs. Caldwell and Tunnell cannot be 
regarded as a elected—-a majority of the whole num- 
ber of the votes being required to make a choice. 


Maryland. 
This state is divided into nine electoral distriets— 
the third and fourth elect two electors. 


Ast dist. St. Mary’s and Charles counties and part of 
Prince George’s—For the Adams elector 857, Jack- 
son 483, Crawford 393. 

2d dist. The residue of Prince George’s, Calvert 
county, and part of Montgomery: Said to be in favor 
of Jackson. 





In addition to the above, we learn, verbally, that 
the “Clay Ticket” obtained considerable majorities 
in Scioto, Madisun, Ciark, Logan, Muskingum and 
' Belmont; and small majorities in Fayette, Gallia, 
| Knox, and Jeflerson—In Pike, Jackson obtained 
/Small majoritics—In Delaware, Adams obtained a 
large majory: and smal! majorities in Greene, Union 
and Trumbull. 

jt is additionally stated that Harrison and Colun- 
_biana counties have given Jackson a majority of 

about 409 votes cach, and in Stark county he is said 
, to have had ajority in every township. The re- 





ian 
i sult 13 uncertain. 











3d dist. Baltimore city, Anne Arundel county, and | Georgia. 
part of Montgomery: | Returns from all the counties of this state have beer 
Jackson. Adams. / received. The Milledgeville Recorder estimates that, 
City of Baltimore 3,904 3,004 of 167 members, (three ties), returned to the next 
Annapolis led ; 106 legisiature of this state, Mr. Crawterd is sure of the 
; Anne Arunde! county oo (my: pees ;Support of 115 or 120—more than two thirds of the 
. Montgomery ’ «43 027 iwhoie number No opposition ticket, it is expected, 
Recapitulation—Jackson’s majority in the city of} way) be started. 
re Baltimore, 900 
| Do in Annapolis 48 New York. The general election for governor and 
sO “eas lieutenant governor, and fi rv members of ike senate 
, A are ee . we and house of assemDiy, took place last week. The 
Adams’ majority in Montgomery ape , {complete returns shall be inserted when received, 
by: Do. do. Anne Arundel 122—506 | but the following facts are perfectly established: Mr. 





' Jackson’s nett majority inthe 8ddistrict 442 
¥ 4thgdist. Frederick, Washington and Alleghany 
courities. The returns incomplete—however, the 
4 majority in favor of Jackson is from 4 to 600. The 
vote in Frederick county stood thus—Jackson 2,002, 
Adams‘1,8$2, Clay $91. In Washington county, ex- 
cept one district, Jackson 1,302, Adams 772, Clay 
118, 
| 5th dist. Baltimore county—for Jackson 1,933, for 
i _ Adams 976—majority for Jackson 957. 
6th dist. Harford and Cecil counties. Returns not 
complete—but the Jackson elector is chosen by a 
small majority—said to be 70. 
itk dist. Kent and Queen Ann counties—The 
? Adams elector chosen by a small majority. Returns 
) not received. 

Sih dist. 
Dorchester—The Crawford elector said to be chosen 
by a majority of 73 votes. 

$i dist. The residue of Dorchester, with Wor- 
cester and Somerset counties—The Adams elector is 
reported to have succeeded by a majority of 187 
) voles. 

; The proposed electors for Mr. Crawford were 
. Withdraws in the 8d, Sth and 7th districts—and such 
were ouly supported in the tst, 2d and Sth. 


aS 


Virginia. 
The aggregate votes of the several counties from 
which we have received returns, stand about thus— 
for Mr. Crawford 6250, Mr. Adams 2250, general 


Jackson 1600. Thoso that the ‘Clay ticket” received 


Talbot and Caroline counties and part of | 


{Clinton has been chosen governor, and Mr. Tall- 
imadge heut. gov. by large majorities of from 13 to 
| 20,000, or more, votes. Itis believed that seven out 
of the eight senators, (being the number of the class 
_ whose period of service expires in the preseut year) 
elected, have been chosen as being in favor of the elec- 
-toral law—only two of those who voted against that 
‘law ventured to stand a poll, and they have been 
(beaten by overwhelming majorities of thousands. 
, The house of assembly is also reformed—and will pc 
sess an irresistible force of the “people’s men.” The 
‘rout of the party opposed to the electoral law has 
, been complete. Mr. Noah, of the **Advocate,” says 
that nothing jike it has happened since the battle of 
Waterloo! ‘The political power of the state has en- 
tirely changed hands, as every one thought that it 
must. The people had called for the electoral law, 
the party in power refused it, and the party is swept 
away. May it thus ever be with every man or set of 
m uaring to interpose their own private opinions 
and views between the people and their wishes! 
The returns for governor so far as received, sheW 
a majority in favor of Mr. Clinton of 16,502. Some 
suppose that his whole majority will be about 24,000. 


en 





The votes for and against the com 


pec 
206. 


Rope Isianp. 
stitution lately submitted to the decision of the 
ple, have been counted. For it 1,665, against it 3,-" 
Sectional matters appear to have had much influence 
in this resuit—for instance, at Newport there were 
only 5 yeas and 531 mays;’aad in Providence 630 

| yeas and 26 nays. : 
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New Jersey ELecTion. Messrs. George Cassedy, 
i.ewis Condiet, Samuel Swan, George Holcombe, 
fbenezer Tucker, and Daniel Garrison, are elected 
members of congress without opposition. 





SOUTH CAROLINA DELEGATION. 

~  Rresent congress. NVineicenth congress. 
Joel R. Poinsett, Joe! R. Poinsett, 
John Carter, John Carter, 
Joseph Gist Joseph Gist, 
George McDuffie, Ceorge McDuffie, 
Andrew R. Govan, Andrew R. Govan, 
James Hamilton,jr. | James Hamilton, jr. 
Starling Tucker, Starling Tucker, 
John Wilson, John Wilson, 
Robert Campbell. Thomas R. Mitcliell. 





Vermont. By statements laid before the legisila- 
ture by the superintendent of the state prison and the 
auditor, it appears the state prison is indebted as fol- 
lows: 

To amount of the property belenging to the state 
prison, exclusive of notes and boek accounts, 

49,500 52 

Amount of all the notes and beok accounts 
due the state prison, after deducting bad 
debts and the sum due from the prison, 
-§266,659), October 1, 1823, 10,585 19 

Cash received of the treasury of the state 
during the year ending Sept. 20, 1824 3,955 21 

Amount of dedts due from the prison, Oct. 
, S24 4,729 78 
28,770 70 
Cr.—By amount of stock at ware-house, 
exclusive of notes and bock accounts, Oct. 

1, 1824, 12,150 78 

Amount of book accounts, after deducting 
bad and doubtfal debts, due Oct. 1, 1824, 12,044 22 

Amonnt of notes, 3,281 29 

Expenses for repairs, &c. 194 37 

Balance for expenses of prison, during the 


rear ending Sept. 30, $24, 1,100 04 





$28,770 70' 


New-ORLEANS. Exports from the Ist of October, 
FS23 


25, tothe Ist of October, 1824, viz: 

Colion. Tubacco. 
To Great Britain 
Vo other parts of the world 55,509 


8,510 
Coastwise 46,819 


14,618 








143,943 25,910 
Exported from Ist October, 1822, to Ist Oct. 1823: 








To Great Britain 100,685 6,506 
Yo other foreign ports 31,152 10,0T9 
foastwise 39,594 12,666 

171,431 29,191 


Exported from 1st October, 1821, to Ist Oct. 1822: 





To Great Britain 64,457 2,371 
To France 33,557 37 
To other foreign ports 6,586 4,948 
Coastwise 51,430 14,639 

156,030 21,995 





Potrrican History. The following article must be 
recorded to shew the ‘form and pressure of the 
times.’? It contains some remarks about individuals 
tat ! would have omitted, if the facts, which it is 
desirable to preserve, could have been well present- 
ed without them. The prefatory matter and pre- 


,ceedings are copied from the Albany Daily Adverti- 
er of the 4th inst. 


61,625 bales. 2,782 hds. | 


> > 


After some Comments on the conduct of lieut. gov. 
'Roet, the editors give the following notice for a 
| mecting in the senate chamber— 

‘‘An adjourned meeting of the republican members 
of the legislature, will be held im the senate cham- 
ber, this evening, at seven o’clock. 

** Wednesday, Nov. 3, 1824.” 

When the members began to assemble under the 

| Beneral invitation, some of them were told that a 

particular class only were intended. On inquiring 
into the matter, it appeared that, on Tuesday evening, 
| certain favored members were invited by private bil- 

lets and private messages, to attend a meeeting in the 
senate chamber; which messages and invitations ex- 
tended to a bare majority, including all the friends 
of William H. Crawford, so that they had the con- 
trol of the proceedings, and who, according to caucus 
law, intended to secure the appointment of Crawford 
electors: But several gentlemen revolted and finally 
procured an adjournment, which was acceded to on 
the part of the Crawfordites, lest they should create 
| a breach that could not be repaired. 

When the meeting assembled last night, pursuant 
to the notice above quoted, Erastus Root assumed the 
chair, when Mr. Walter C. Livingston, a member 
from Columbia county, moved that the sense of the 
meeting be taken on William H. Crawford; but the 
chairman decided that all motions were out of order, 
because certain members were there who were not 
invited, especially those members. who recommended 
the Utica convention. 

Mr. L. insisted on his motion, and another member 
appealed from the decision of the chair, which ap- 
peal was seconded, but the chairman refused to put 
the motion on the appeal, and directed the roll of se- 
lected members to be called. A motion was then 
made to appoint a new chairman, and Mr. Burt, from 
Orange, was accordingly appointed by the meeting; 
but gen. Root refused to leave the chair, and then the 
members, opposed to this barefaced intrigue, with- 
drew to the assembly chamber and organised them- 
selves in opposition to this system of management. 

Thus terminated the farce of all farces that have 
been acted in the capitol under the reign of king 
caucus. From all that we have seen and heard sinee 
the meeting of the legislature, we confidently assure 
‘our readers that the votes of this state will not be giv- 
en for William H. Crowford; and thus the Albany re- 
gency will be finally prostrated. 
| There were about seventy members present in the 
assembly chamber, and several remained in the se- 
nate room, who will! act with them. 
| Proceedings in the assembly chamber. 

, Ata meeting of the republican members of the le- 
| gislature, held in the assembly chamber on the 
| evening of the 3d of November, the hon. James 
| Burt, of the senate, was called to thechair, and 

Walter C. Livingston, esq. of the assembly, was ap- 

pointed secretary. 

Mr. Ogden, of the senate, and Messrs. Gardner and 
Tillotson, of the assembly, were appointed a commit- 
tee to request the attendance of such members as 
were in the senate chamber, who reported that they 
had performed that duty,and had requested the at 
tendance in the assembly chamber of such members 
as remained in the senate chamber. 

Mr. J¥heaton, of the assembly, moved the following. 
preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted by the meeting: 

. Whereas, the republican members of the legislature, 

agreeably to a public notice*given for that purpose, 
assembled this evening in the senate chamber; and 
whereas Erastus Root, the chairman of the said meet. 
| ing, directed the secretary thereof to call a partial rol] 

of members of the two heuses, furnished by a secret 
committee; and whereas a motion was made by 
‘Mr. Croelins, of the assembly, that the written notice 
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by which ‘‘the republican members of the Jegislature”’ 
were invited to attend, should be first read, which 
motion the said Erastus Roet refused to put to the 
said meeting; and whereas an appeal, from the said 
decision, was made and seconded, which appeal was 
also refused to be put by the said Erastus Root, contra- 
ry to the established usage in every deliberative body, 
and whereas a motion was made by Mr. Liringston, 


jected to the proceedings, and, together with Mr. Og- 
den, called out to members to retire with them to the 
assembly chamber. Considerable passion and feel- 
ing was manifested. Five members of the senate, 
and fifty-five members of the assembly, withdrew to 
the assembly chamber. 

Eighty-three members of the two houses remained, 
and appointed a committee of one member from 





of.the assembly, in order to ascertain the opinions of | each congressional district, to report, on the following 
all the members present, that the meeting should evening, an electoral ticket. And they then adjourn- 
agree to a resolution declaring the expediency of giv-'ed uo! Thursday evening. ‘Fhis number will be 
ing the electoral votes of this state to William H.| augmented by several who were absent from the 
Crawford, which motion the said Erastus Root also re-| city. 
fused to put to the said meeting, and otherwise con-; The minority, we understood, appointed a chairman’ 
ducted ina grossly violent and indecent manner. and secretary, anda committee, who waited on the 
Therefore, resolved, as the sense of this meeting, | majority in the senate chamber with a second request 
that the conduct of the said Erastus Root, as chair- | for members to retire; but none having complied with 
man of the said meeting, in attempting to exclude} their request, they returned, and the mecting ad- 
therefrom many republican members of the legislature, | journed until Thursday evening, after passing a re- 
who had attended the same, in pursuance of thesaid | solution of censure of the course taken by the presi- 
notice, and in endeavoring to prevent free debate, | dent of the senate. 
was an unwarrantable violation of the rights and | The result of the adjourned meeting of last even- 
privileges of the said members and their constituents, | ing was not known when our paper went to press; but 
as well as the usages and principles of the republi-! we are persuaded that an electoral ticket was pre- 
can party, established in the times of its greatest; sented by the committee, and adopted, which will re- 
purity; and, therefore, the members, here present, | ceive the support of a majority of both branches of 


have withdrawn from the said meeting in the senate 
chamber. 

Resolved, That the above preamble and resolutions 
be signed by the chairman and seeretary and publish- 
ed James Burt, chairman. 

Water C, LivinestTon, sec’ry. 


= The following is another version of the pro- 
ceedings, fromthe ‘“‘Albany Argus” of the Sth inst. 

On Tuesday evening, a meeting was held in the se- 
nate chamber, which, after being organized, by the 
appointment of the hon. Erastus Root, president of 
the senate, as chairman, andthe hon. Thomas G. Wa- 


terman, of the assembly, as secretary, adjourned un- | 


til Wednesday evening. 


On Wednesday evening, a general notice to the 
republican members having been given, all the mem- 
bers seemed to consider themselves included, and all, 
with the exception of 17, who were either absent 
from town, or who decline meeting under any cir- 
cumstances, attended. 

When the meeting was called to order, Mr. W. C. 
Livingston, after stating that he was friendly to Mr. 
Crawford, moved, in order to test the opinions of the 
members present, and because he considered that the 
mest proper mode of deciding the question, that the 
electoral votes of the state be given to Wm. H. Craw- 
ford. The chairman stated, that the zeal of the gen- 
tleman from Columbia had induced him to offer his 
motion somewhat prematurely; and thatit would be 
first in order tocall the roll of the republican mem- 
bers, as prepared by the committee. Mr. Livingston 
desired that his motion should be put. Mr. Tillotson 
then rose, and enquired by what authority the chair- 
man refused to receive a motion from any member, 


regularly made and seconded? The chairman replied, | 


thatit was first in order, agreeably to the accustomed 
mode, to call the roll of members; and he according- 
ly directed the secretary to call the names. There- 
upon, Mr. Crolius objected to the call of the roll, as 
prepared by the committee; and he appealed to the 
meeting from the decision of the chair. ‘The chair- 
man said, that an appeal to a meeting could not be 
made until that meeting was organized in the usual 
way. During these transactions, the secretary con- 
tinued to call the roll, and the members to answer to 
vem names. During the call, also, Mr. Ogden moved 


¢honr,* 
etacit 


| the legislature. 





Cana Boats. It is probable that the ground taken 
by the comptroller, as to the licensing of boatséfor the 
navigation of the New York canals, will produce 
some considerable excitement in that state, and that 
| the case will be carried up to the supreme court of 
| the United States, unless a special act should be 
‘passed on the subject. The law, as it now stands, 
/ requires that all vessels of five tons and upwards, 
trading from district to district, &c. should be li- 
censed, and it is right that they should be, when 
navigating the seas, lakes or navigable rivers, be- 
cause that government exercises a jurisdiction over 
them for the reason that it is bound to defend ithe 
right to, and safety of, such navigation—but, as 
the government of the United States has no sort of 
charge over the navigation of the New York canals, 
which are the property of the state, the quid pro que 
appears to be wanting to justify tlie collection of a 
revenue from the boats employed on them; and sure- 
ly, for the purpose of encouraging such magnificent 
| works, alaw ought to be passed to relieve said boats 
from the payment of a tax, which was not at all con- 
templated when the present law was passed. 








FROM THE ROCHESTER TELEGRAPH, 
Collector’s office, district of Genessee, Oct. 23, 1824. 

I publish the following communication from the 
hon. Joseph Anderson, comptroller of the U. S. trea- 
sury, for the information and government of the pro- 
prictors of boats navigating the Evie canal and the wa- 
ters connected therewith. 

“The subject, whether the act for enrolling and li- 
censing vessels, passed the 18th Feb. 1793, is applica- 
ble to the canal boats over five tons burthen, eniployed 
on the New York canal, having been submitted to 
this department, by the hon. Henry C. Martindale and 
Stephen Van Rensselaer, an answer was given to 
them, under date of the 6th April last, a copy of 
which of which is enclosed for your information and 
government 

“It may be proper to add, thai one of the gentle- 
men above named, Mr. Martindale, after receiving the 
answer alluded to, submitted a resolution to con- 
gress, with a view of having canal boats exempted 
from the operation of the coasting act, which reso- 


:nother chairman be appointed, which, being sc- | lution was referred to the committee on commerce, 


whose report on the subject is noticed in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer of the 22nd April, 1824, in the 





epuded, Mr. O. put his own motion, to which there 
were several ayes; but the majority refused to notice 
tgither vay. Mr. Wheeten and Mr. Cunningham ob-| 


fellowing words: 
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‘<¢ House of representatives. Mr. Newton, from the 
committee on commerce, made a report against 
amending the law so as to admit vessels to navigate 
canals without enrolment or license, or payment of 
tonnage duties; in which the house concurred.’ 

“Respectfully, Jos. ANpeRson, Comptroller. 
“J, Haw ey, esq. collector of Gennessee, N. Y. 


(cory.) 
Camptroller’s office, April 6, 1824. 
To the hon. Henry C. Martindale and 
Stephen Van Rensselaey, congress. 

Gentlemen—The secretary of the treasury has re- 
ferred to me your joint letter to him of the 2d inst. 
wherein you state that you had been informed that 
the collector of the district of Champlain, in the state 
of New York, had recently issued a notification re- 
quiring canal hoats.to take licenses to navigate them, 
as for coasting vessels; and ask whether such notifi- 
cation had been issued in pursuance of instructions 





from the treasury department, and if not, whether in- 
structions from the department, to the collector of! 
that district, might not obviate the necessity of so | 
modifying the law, as to exempt canal boats, (which | 
it eould never have intended to have included), from | 
the inconvenience and embarrassments of its provi- 
sions. 

In reply, I have to observe that, from the enclosed | 
copy of a letter received from the collector of the dis- 
trict of Champlain, dated the 13th January last, and 
the answer of this department, dated the 29th ultimo, 
it will be perceived, that, although no express opinion 
is given, (in answering the questions propounded by 
the collector), whether boats employed in the trans- 
portation of goods on canals are subject to the opera- 
tion of the act of 18th Feb. 1793, for enrolling and 
licensing vessels, yet, as the inference is to be drawn 
from that answer that such vessels are so liable, it 
may be proper to state the views of this department 
on the subject. 

In the 6th section of the act referred to, there is a 
very general clause, requiring all vessels of five tons 
and upwards, trading between district and district, or be- 
tween different places in the same district, whether laden 
with domestic or foreign goods, to be licensed, on 
pain, in default thereof, of being subjected to certain 
disabilites and penalties. 

To that general clause as to licensing vessels, there 
are no other exceptions than those contained in the 
37th section of the act, in the following words: 


“That nothing in this act shall be construed to ex- 





tend to any boat or lighter, not being masted, or if 


masted, and not decked, employed in the harbor of any 
town or city.” 


Before granting a license to any vessel, a tonnage 
duty, at the rate of 6 cents per ton per annum, is to 
be paid; but, by the 8th section of an act, passed on 
the Ist of May, 1802, (which was recognized as being 
in force by the 5th section of the navigation act of 
the Ist of March, 1817), an exception is made as to 
the payment of tonnage duty on any boat, flat, raft or 
other vessel], of 50 tons and under, wholly employed 
in carrying on inland trade in certain specified districts 


This exception, as to the payment of tonnage duties, 
in the case of such flats, boats or other vessels, so 
employed in certaia districts, shows that, before the ex- 
ception was made, they were considered to be liable 
to tonnage duties, and, ifso liable, of course subject 
to the general operation of the act for enrolling and 
licensing vessels before referred to. 


On the question being submitted by the collector of 
Newport, R. I. whether ferry boats of more than five 
tons burthen were required to be licensed, Mr. Comp- 
troller Wolcott decided that they were, unless they 
were embraced in the exception in the 37th section 





of that act. 


A copy of his answer to the collector, dated the 
18th June, 1793, is enclosed herewith. 

In a case in which the question was submitted by 
the collector of Philadelphia, whether vessels not 
decked and above five tons burthen, sailing from 
one part of the district to another part of the same, 
were subject to the operation of the coasting act, Mr. 
Comptroller Duvall decided that they were. | 

A copy of his decision is also enclosed herewith, 
being contained ina letter addressed by him to Mr. 
Gallatin, then secretary of the treesury, dated the 
15th February, 1808. 

The last mentioned decision has since been applied 
to all analogous cases in all the districts, with the ex~ 
ception, as to the payment of tonnage duties, in the 


| case of the vessels embraced in the exemption in the 
| 8th section of the act of Ist May, 1802, before refer- 


red to. 


According to these decisions, the boats employed 
in the transportation of, goods on the canal, between 
the district of Champlain and the district of New 
York, would he liable to the payment of tonnage 
duties, and to the operation of the act for enrojlizg 
and licensing vessels, of 18th February, 1793. 


If it should be considered reasonable and proper 
to make an exception, in those respects, in favor of 
the boats above five tons burthen employed on canals, 
it is respectfully conceived that a special provision 
therefor, by the Jegislature, will be necessary. 

Yours, &e. 
Jos. AnpERsoN, Comptroller. 


I shall be ready to attend to granting licenses to 
canal boats, at Mr. Van Slyck’s office, on the 27ih 
instant. J. Wawxey, Collector. 


LEGISLATURE OF NEW YORK. 
House of assembly— Monday, November S. 

Mr. Tallmadge offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were passed; yeas 117, noes 0. 

Whereas, this legislature has had under considera- 
tion aletter, dated April 6, 1824, from Joseph Ander- 
son, comptroller of the treasury of the United States, 
in relation to the exaction of tonnage duties upon 
boats navigating the canals of this state, and requir- 
ing such boats to be enrolled and licensed under the 
United States:—And, whereas, it appears that the 
subject was submitted, in April last, to the louse of 
representatives, with aview to have canal boats ex- 
empted from such claim or exaction, and that ‘Mr. 
Newton, from the committee, made a report against 
amending the law so as to admit vessels to navivate 
canals without enrolment or license, or payment of 
tonnage duties, and in which report the house con- 
curred”—And, whereas, it appears to this legislature, 
after due consideration, that the claim, on the part of 
the United States, to require boats which navigate onr 
canuls, to be enrolled or licensed, and to pay tun- 
nage duties, is a claim not founded on any legal right; 
and, in regard to the circumstance under which: it is 
made, such claim is so evidently unjust and oppres- 
sive, that the interference of this state is called for in 
defence of its citizens—Therefore, 


Resolved, (if the senate concur), that the senators cf 
this state, in the senate of the United States, be d)- 
rected, and the representatives of this state, in the 
house of representatives of the United States, be re- 
qusted, to use their utmost enceavors toprevent any 
such unjustand oppressive exuction for tonnage dutics 
on boats navigating the cauals, from being carried in 
to effect. 


Resolved, That his excellency, the governor, be re- 
quested to transmit a copy of the foregoing recital aod 
resolution to the senators and representatives froia 
this state—and also to the president of the United 
States, and to the speaker ef the house of represen: 
lives of the United States. 
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Wesrmorezanp, Va. It is a remarkable circum-,on State street, undertook the transportation of this 


stance that the little county of Westmoreland, which | 


lies on the Potomac, about 70 miles below Washing- 


ton, and has only about 200 voters, is said to have , 
produced three presidents of the United States; three | 


secretaries of state; three foreign ministers; three 
judges of the supreme court, three governors, and 
three revolutionary generals. It is the birth plaee 
of gencral Washington, Mr. Madison, Mr. Monroe, of 


stone, and broughtit over land nearly thirty miles. 
ithas been a matter of surprise to many persons un- 

acquainted with the transportation of heavy weights, 

that such a column could be brought, without aecident, 


‘into the city, from such a distance, and strong op- 
| position was experienced from some of our rieh wise- 


‘acres, when the project of forming solid shafts was 
undertaken. 


It may be pertinent to state in this 


Arthur Lee, the first minister to France, of chief | place, from the life of Catharine 2d, that the stone on 
one Marshall and judge Washington, of general | which the equestrian statue of Peter the great stands, 


Lee, and of Richard Henry Lee, the great orator 
of the first congress, and who, but for the the illness 
of his wife, was to have written the declaratien of 
independence. , 

MaRITIME Law. 
A case was decided in this city last week, in which 


‘in St. Peterburg, weighs 1600 tons, and was moved 
41,250 English feet, or nearly eight miles, from the 
‘spot where it was found. 
| was invented by count Carberry. A solid road was 
_ .  .. | first made from the stone to the shore. 
From the New York shipping list. | were inserted under the stone, to go upon cannon 
| balis, of five inches in diameter, in metal groves. The 


The machine for moving it 


Brass slips 


the owner of a ship was held responsible for damage | power was produced by windlasses, worked by 400 


done to a cargo on freight—being eat by rats. 

The principle of the decision has been fully recog- 
nised by writers on the law of marine, who have also 
held that the master and owners are exonerated by 
having cats on board. 





Law ror scotns. A woman was lately senteneed 


at Philadeiphia, by the court of Oyer and Terminer, | 


to be ducked, asa common scold. Annexed is the 
gpentence of the court. 

Commonwealth vs. Nancy James. Indictment for a 
nuisanee—charged with being a common scold. 

October 11th, 1824. Verdict guilty. 

October 29th, 1824. The prisoner sentenced to be 
placed in a certain engine of correction called a 
cucking or ducking stool, on Wednesday next, the 
third day of November ensuing, between the hours of 
10 and 12 0’clock in the morning—and, being so plac- 
edi tierein, to be plunged into the water—that she pay 
the cests of prosecution, and stand committed untl 
this sentence is complied with. 

[1 he case was taken up to the supreme court, and 
the execution of the sentence of ducking suspended, 
uatil the constitutionality of it shall be decided. | 





A NOVEL DISQUALIFICATION. In Ohio, the consti- 
tution requires that a senator shall lave lived two 
years in the district which he is chosen to represent. 
The counties of Delaware and Franklin formed a 
district; and a gentleman living in Franklin had been 
elected, and served asasenator for the district. He 
moved from Franklin into Delaware; and last winter 
the legislature of Ohio so altered the districts as to 
Jeave Franklin out of the district in which this senator 
then lived. Hence the gentleman is disqualified, and 
cannot represent the same people that he had done 
a year ago—he not having resided two years in the 
district. It isa curious affair in polities. Tie gen- 
tleman did not move out of the district, but the dis- 
trict moved from him. 





A LARGE PILLAR. One of the massive shafis of the 
columns intended for the U. States bank in Buston, 
was safely brought into State street from Chelmsford, 
on Thursday afternoon—and deposited yesterday on 
the bed prepared for it, previously to its elevation. 

It is 224 feet in length, more than four in diameter 
at its base, and its weight is over 19 tons. Two 
pair of wheels were constructed for its transportation, 
one pair of which were nine feet in height, and it was 
drawn by thirty-four yokes of oxen. In its progress, 
every bridge leading to the city, excepting Water- 
town bridge, was avoided, on which additional] planks 
were laid, for the wheels to pass over. It is proba- 
bly the largest circular pillar ever worked in this 
country, though it did mot cost more than 950 dollars 
at the quarry, where it washammered. Mr. Gridley 


‘men every day, who forced it 200 fathoms towards 


‘the shore. ‘The water transportation was performed 


, by machines, called camels, in the dock-yards of Pe- 


| tersburg and Amsterdam, by which line of battle ships 
| are lifted over shallows and sand bars to their places 


of destination. [ Boston paper. 





| REMARKABLE PRroseRvATION. The following narra- 
| tive weil deserves a record—aA late Niagara Sentine] 
;mentions that a stage, in crossing ‘‘deep hollow,” 
/near Rochester, was overturned in the night, on the 
i brink of a precipice, and, although the descent was 
from thirty to forty feet, no one was serious}y injur- 
‘ed. The editor of the Chronicle has been furnished 
/with an extract from a letter by one of the passengers, 
giving the particulars of this extraordinary escape. 
| “We left Rochester in the stage at 3, a. m. perfect- 
ily dark, no lamps, and ten passengers—myseilf the 
‘only female. 
| We had proceeded little more thana mile and a 
|half from the village when the driver lost his direc- 
ition, and while crossing a causeway, made over a gulf 
| about seventy feet deep, we were precipitated down 
a precipice of thirty feet—the stage rolling over an¢d 
}over like alog. It first struck a slight railing that had 
| been placed as a guard—-the top was broken through, 
and we went over and over, again and again, till we 
‘rested on a sma!] Jevel, where a stone breast-work, a 
foot or two in height, had been made. That corner 
\of the stage in which I sat stuck into the earth, and 
jthe whole weight of its contents came onme. The 
/unutterable horror of the moment you eannot con- 
ieeive. I expected to die in an instant, from the aw- 
\ful, the amazing pressure. It was dark as it ever is, 
‘and it rained violently. Each thought the others 
dead, and it was not till the persons above began to 
move, that a word was uttered. In releasing them- 
selves two or three stepped upon me, and one climbed 
out by resting his foot on my head. All, but myself, at 
‘last, were extricated, and J, from the shock, had lost 
the power of moving; besides, the sand and earth 
poured in upon me so that I could not lifta foot. I 
heard my hushaswd cajling my name in agony, and some 
erying out ‘where is the lady,” and others replying 
‘she is dead. For a few moments I lay buried in the 
wreck, unable to speak or move. 
| Atlast, a man found in the darkness, were I lay, 
and lifted me out by main strength.: But we were now 
-inan awful uncertainty respecting our situation, and 
what would be our fate; for we supposed, when we 
‘turned over, that we were going off the bank of the 
_Gennessee, which was, in fact, a few rods from us— 
and the precipice of that is at least 150 feet. When 
| we rested, it was just on the brink of another descent 
of nearly 40 feet, at the bottom of which was a stream, 
with rocks and bodies of trees; we afterwards saw the 
,place by day-light, and therefore know. Had we 





Bryant, the mason, who is now erecting this building | gone over the little breast-work, dur death had been 
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snevitable. As it was, our preservation is justly con- 
<jdered a miracle. 

We remained in this condition nearly an hour, not 
daring to move at all, lest we should plunge we knew 
not where. At last a light was brouzht, and we walk- 
ed, through the mire, a quarter of a mile to a house, 
where we waited till day. We then took seats in 
another stage, and rode to Lewiston, a distance of 80 
miles! All the passengers were somewhat injured, 
but none so much as tobe unable to travel. Nota 
pone was broken except the poor horses ribs, Our 
preservation was beyond all human calculation. God 
nad mercy on us—no other reason can be assigned 
why we were not killed on the spot.” - 





Gen. LaFayette. The following letter of genera! 
t.a Fayette, addressed to the late governor Reed, of 
Pennsylvania, was copied a few days ago from the 
original, which we have seen. _It furnishes interest- 
ing additional evidence of the intensity of La Fayette’s 
solicitude for the success of our cause, and the 
thorough transformation which he had undergone into 
an American patriot. Phil. Nat. Gaz. 

Head quarters, Morristown, May 31st, 1780. 

Dear Sir—Though you must, on the moment, be 
more particularly engaged in public business, I can’t 
kelp indulging the strong desire I feel of writing some- 
times to you; and, fromthe affectionate sense I have 
of our old friendship, I flatter myself you will have 
no objection to lose some moments in this cesta | 
conversation. What I want totell you, my dear friend, 
has been fully explained in public letters, and in a 
private one from our respected and heroic friend; I 
shall, therefore, confine myself in imparting confiden- 
tially to you my private feelings on this important 
affair. 

It is notonly as an American soldier, as an ardent 
lover of our noble cause, as one who, having been 
lately on both sides of the Atlantic, may the more. 

roperly foresee good and had consequences, that he 
Ses been here and there letinto the secrets—it is not 
only on all the aforesaid accounts that I am far con- 
cerned in the operations of this campaign. But you 
may easily guess I was not a stranger to the planning 
ef the co-operation which I then thought to be very 
important to America, which now I find to be neeessary; 
and, in the course of those arrangements, I need not 
omit mentioning, that I ever spoke with a becoming 
pride of the American army, and of the efforts which 
the virtue of America would make towards an honor- 
abie co-operation. 

Those people are coming, my good friend, full of 
ardor and sanguine hopes, and may be every day 
expected. France and Spain are in high expecta- 
tions—the world is looking at us, and all the Euro- 
pean powers, thatnever saw America, but through a 
spy-glass, are watching this opportunity of fixing, at 
ence, their fluctuating opinions. 

It is from me, on the moment of their arrival, that 
the French gonerals expeet intelligence; and you 
inay guess that packets will be by them immediately 
despatched to Europe. An army that is reduced to 
nothing, that wants provisions, that has not one of 
ihe necessary means to make war; such is the situa- 
tion wherein J have found our troops, and, however 
prepared I could have been for the unhappy sight by 
our past distresses, I] confess I had no idea of such an 
extremity. Shalll be obliged to confess our inability, 
and what shall be my feelings on the oceasion, not 
onlyas an American, an American soldier, but one 
who has highly boasted in Europe of the spirit, the 
virtue, and the resources of America? Though I had 
been directed to furnish the French court, and the 
Vrench generals, with early and minute intelligence, 
iconfess pride has stopped my pen, and, notwith- 
standing past promises, I have avoided entering into 


decent situation. We have men, my dear sir, we 
have provisions, we have every thing that is wanted, 
provided the country is awakened, and its resoure°s 
are brought forth. That, you know, can’t be 0% 
by congress, and, unless the states take the wic'e 
matter upon themselves, we are lost. You will, both 
as a soldier and a politician, easily foresee that this 
crisis is, one way or other, a decisive one, and that, 
if proper exertions are made, we may expect every 
thing that is good. 

As you are a military man, (and I wish it was, for 
the moment, the case with the other leading men in 
America), you koow that filling up immediately the 
continental battalions is the way of having an army, 
and that cannot be done but by militia drafts. 

Your state is the only owe which undertook to give 
to their officersa decent clothing. Inall other mat- 
ters, | hope it will takethelead. As far as I depend 
upon your influence in Pennsylvania, and that goes 
a great length, | have no doubt but that we shall be 
under the greatest obligations to that state. These 
expectations are also strengthened by the sense I have 
of your friendship to our general. But, my good 
friend, no time is to be lost. In asking your pardon 
for this long confidential letter, | am, with the most 
perfect regard, your affectionate friend, 3 
La Fayette. 

} His excelleney, gov. Reed. 





Revo_uTionary patriots. The following is given 
as the ‘muster roll’ of the revolutionary officers who 
assembled at Richmond on the 20th of October ult. 
to welcome general La Fayette: 


Francis Smith, capt. in IstVa.reg. Aged 83 
Gabriel Long, do. in Morgan’s reg. 13 
| W. J. Stevens, do. in do. 73 
CharlesCameron, do. in 10th regiment, 72 


Robert Porterfield, do. in 11th reg. and aid) -. 
to gen. Woodford, | = 
Thomas Price, in Gunpowder expedition and | 

various other services, but not in continental > 71 


service, 


John Smith, Ist lieut. 4th Va. reg. 13 
Samuel Carter, captain Ist regiment, 10 
John L. Crute, lieutenant, 15th regiment, 10 
John Marshall, captain 11th regiment, “69 
James Morton, 4th Virginia regiment, «68 
Wm. Evans, 10th Virginia regiment, 68 
John Nichols, Ist Virginiastateregiment, 66 
Churchill Gibbs, capt. Ist Va. stateregiment, 66 
Carter Page, capt. leg. drag. continental, 66 


D. M. Randolph, Bland’s regiment dragoons, 65 
Wade Mosby, capt. horse, under col. Call, 68 
Wm. Broadus, capt. Ist Virginia state regiment, 63 _ 
Edward Eggleston, state legion 64 
Francis Brooke, Ist lieutenant Ist regiment, ) 
continental artillery, commanded by Har- > 60 
rison, \ | 
Clement Carrington, ensign in Lee’s legion, 62 
James Lyons, private in capt. C. Page’s cavalry 61 
Daniel Verser, capt. in 15th Virginia reg. 69 
Charles Woodson, capt. $d Virginiaregiment, 65 
Charles Gee, 2d N. C. reg. Nash’s brig. 67 
Wm. Price, Ist Virginia regiment, lieutenant, 67 
R. A. Saunders, lieut. Ist Virginiaregiment, 67 
Matthew J. Eggleston, Call’s cavalry 61! 
Peter Foster, lieut. in Ist Virginia state reg. 66 
Phillip Holcomb, maj. in state ser. atsur. York 61 
Robert Pollard, Culpeper bat. of minute men 67 
James Dozwell, 14th Va. regiment, 69 
Major Allen McLane, of the Qld Dominion con- 
tinental line, 78 years of age, Sth Aug. 1824, 78 
Samuel Tinsley, lieut. col. Dabney’s reg. of Va. 64 





any details, till our army is put in a better, a more 


Philip Slaughter, capt. 11th Va. cont. reg. 66 
John Slaughter, pri. Ist reg. drag. col. Bland, 66 
John Trabue, 7th Va. regiment, 62 
| John Nelson, major com. state cavalry, q) 
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Richard Thurnon, private, Holcomb’s reg. 81] 


Jobn Kilby, navy—Bon Homme Richarde 66 
This list is copied from the original, signed by the 
gentiemen themselves, their rank and ages recorded 
with their own hands. The original is in my pos- 


session. Ropert Douruar. 
October 27, 1824. , 


Buenos Ayrean Minister. The Washington Jour- 
nal states that the following address was delivered by 
general Atvear, the minister plenipotentiary from 
Buenos Ayres, on being presented to the president of 
the United States, by the secretary of state, on the 
llth ult. 

Sir—The republic of Buenos Ayres having been 
pleased to confer on me the distinguished honor of 
appointing me its minister plenipotentiary, near the 


' government of the United States of America, has 


charged me, in its name, and that of all the united 
provinces of the Rio de la Plata, to offer to it the 
homage of the regard, friendship and gratitude they 
entertain for the magnanimous expression with which 
they have been honored, in its solemn recognition of 
their independence. 

This noble act of justice, exercised by the first and 
most powerful American nation, has inspired the 
government and provinces of the union with the 
purest sentiments of gratitude and delight of which 
a people are susceptible; who, following the heroic 
example of the country of the immortal Washington, 
have been able to vindicate their independence and 
their rights. 

By the letters which I have the honor to present his 
excellency, the president will be more fully ac- 
quainted with the solicitude and sincere desire 
which my government feels for an intimate union 
with that of the United States. These arise out of a 
sympathy which naturally exists in all the great 


- American family, produced by a similarity of circum- 


stances and vicissitudes in the glorious career of 
their emancipation; which, enlightened by the ra- 
diant beams shed abroad from the capital, has estab- 


lished its governments upon the majestic principle of | 


the sovereignty of the people. 

in taking charge of this honorable mission, as the 
etcan. of my government, I shall have completely 
fulfilled its views, if, during my residence in this 
capital, I shall have the happiness, by my weak 
efforts, to contribute to strengthen the relations ex- 
isting between both republics. 





FoREIGN CONSULS RECOGNIZED. The following 
entiemen have been respectively appointed consuls 
or the ports and districts named, and recognized by 

the president of the United States as being authorized 
to act in that capacity: 

Charles Jean Cazenove, vice consul of his imperial 
majesty, the emperor cf ali the Russias, for the dis- 
trict of Columbia, to reside at Alexandria. 

Ogden Hammond esq. vice consul of his imperial 
majesty the emperor of Brazil, for the state of Geor- 
gia, to reside at Savannah 

C. Griffin, esq.. vice consul of his imperial majesty 
the emperor of Brazil, for the state of Connecticut, 
to reside at New London. 


Samuel Snow, esq. vice consul of his imperial ma-; nothing but my right: A wolf is an animal that has 
jesty. the emperor of Brazil, for the state of Rhode | 
| therefore, I will shear the wolf. This was just the 

Frederick Myers, esq. vice eonsul of his imperial | 
majesty the emperor of Brazil, for the state of Virgi- | 


Island, to reside at Providence. 


ia, toreside at Norfolk. 
Samuel Chadwick, esq. vice consul of his iraperial | 


majesty the emperor of Brazil, for the state of South | 


Carolina, to reside at Charleston. 
William Watts Jones, esq. vice consul of his imperial | 


majesty the emperor of Brazil, for the state of North | 


Carolina, to reside at Wilmington. 


nett eel 


James Waters Zacharie, esq. vice consul of his im- 
perial majesty the emperor of Brazil, for the states of 
Louisiana and Alabama, to reside at NewgOrleans. 





_ Wiwe prewing. The last number of the Edin- 
burgh Review, (the s0th), adverting to the adultera- 
tion of wines in Great Britain, makes the following 
statement: 

“Every day we meet with advertisements in the 
British newspapers, and the walls of London are 
covered with bills, announcing. sales of old crusted 
Port, sparkting Champaign, &c. at prices which would 
not really cover the prime cost, exclusive altogether 
of duty of such wines, if they were’ genuine. The 
low duty on Cape wines—the veriest trash ever im- 
ported into England—has greatly facilitated these 
| scandalous frauds, by furnishing the brewers with a 
cheaper and more convenient menstruum for their 
preparations than they formerly used. Mr. More- 
wood, surveyor of excise, states, in his late work on 
inebriating liquors, that one half of the port and five-stathe 
of the white wines consumed in London, are tho produce of 
the home presses. And there is scarcely a village in the 
empire without its wine brewer, and without an am- 
ple stock of port, sherry, claret, and champaign, 
hardly a single gallon of which ever crossed-the chan- 
nel. 

“Guernsey is one of the favorite seats of the wine 
adulterators. In the year 1812, according to the cus- 
tom-house books of Oporto, 135 pipes and 26 kogs- 
heads were shipped for Guernsey. Inthe same year 
there were landed at the London docks alone, 2,545 
pipes and 160 hogsheads of wine from that island!” 

[We have some pretty considerable establishments 
_of this kind in the United States. I recollect once 
that a youth, in the employ of a wine-merchant, ex- 
_oressed his fears for the prosperity of his master, be- 
‘cause that he purchased large quantities of cider and 
‘never sold any! He had not yet been initiated into 
| the mysteries of the establishment, or was sufficiently 
‘taught to respect the secrets of the counting: house.} 








Suearine A wotr! The following passage of one 
‘of Burke’s speeches, in 1781, against the taxation of 
America, made a strong impression when it was de- 
livered. The figure of shearing the wolf is applicable 
'to the present designs of Spain upon her former 
| American colonies. Nat. Gaz. 
‘‘We had a right to tax America; and, as we had a 
right, we must do it. We must risk every thing, for- 
feit every thing, think of no consequences, take no 
consideration into view but our right; consult no 
ability, nor measure our right with our power, but 
must have our right Oh} miserable and infatuated 
ministers! miserable and undone country! not to 
know that right signifies nothing without might; that 
the claim without the power of enforcing it was nu- 
| gatory and idle in the copy-hold of rival states, or of 
| immense bodies of people. Oh! says a silly man, full 
of his prerogative of dominion over a few beasts of 
the field, there is excellent wool on the back of a 








, wolf, and, therefore, he must be sheared. What! 
Shear a wolf? Yes. But will he comply? have you 
_ considered the trouble? how will you get this wool? 


Oh! Ihave considered nothing, and 1 will consider 
wool; all animals that have wool are to be shorn, and 


kind of reasoning urged by the minister, and this the 
counse] he had given.” 





PROGRESS OF DARKNESS. The emperor of Austria 
begins now to discover that his brothers of the Holy 
Alliance have done but very little in promoting the 
cause of legitimacy by making use of the bayonet, and 
he has boldly denounced the universities. He states 


| that an “‘unextinguishable faction works, though ia 
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darkness, to overthrow all that is legitimate.” The, be'onging to the engines by whjeh such vessels shal] 
following is an extract from the proclamation of this! be worked, shall be composed of wrought iron or aA 
monarch: per. That every boiler on board such steam-pac : , 
«wif, at the age of infancy, the instructor substitutes | should, previous to the packet being used for the 
doubt for faith in matters of religion—if, in place of| conveyance of passengers, be submitted to the in- 
shewing him the world as it is, he leads him astray | spection ofa skilful engineer, or’other person con- 
py some ideal picture of the destinies of man, and his| versant with the subject, who should ascertain, by 
relations to society; if, in place of occupying his pup1 | trial, the strength of such boiler, and should certily 
with subjects on a level with his capacity, he gives his opinion of its sufficient strength and of the secu- 
him questions to discuss, which are often difficult to) rity with which it might be employed to the extent 
decide by men accustomed to think; if the youth thus| proposed. ‘That every such boiler should be - pro- 
repared, saturated with false science, then enters | vided with two sufficient safety-valves, one of which 
the university, and finds only a contempt fer every | should be inaccessibie to the engine-man, and the 
sitive doctrine, or a maria of reforming social! other accessible both to him and to the persons on 
order according to chimerical systems—if he is taught board the packet. That the inspector shall examine 
to despise all which others have established—if, final-| such safety-valves, and shall certify what is the 
jy, far from acquiring habits of salutary discipline, he; pressure at which such safety-valves shall open, 
grows familiar with every species of insubordination | which pressure shall not exceed one-third of that by 
and licentiousness, and, in place of respecting the; which the boiler has been proved, nor one-sixth of 
jaws, regards himself as an inception, above punish-| that which, by calculation, it shall be reckoned able 
ment and rewards, must we be astonished that, not! to sustain. Thata penalty shall be inflicted on any 
only at the universities, but also at schools, the most | person placing additional weight on either of the 
rash opinions are heard on the subject of religion and | safety-valves.” 
government; on ajl .which is highest and most sacred? 
Js it astonishing that such an education only brings 
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FOREIGN NEWS. 
Great Britain and Ireland. The Glasgow Journal, 
What is there to hope for the maintenance of thrones,| has the following paragraph respecting Mr. Owen, 
for the preservation of our institutions, for the safety | who has recently arrived at New York. 
of Germany, when men thus educated shall fulfil all | “Mr Owen set off from Derby, to embark for the 
public offices? A single glance at the inquiries, which | United States, for the express purpose of treating 
a melancholy necessity rendered indispensable in| for the purchase of Rapp’s celebrated settlement of 
more than one part of Germany, offers too dark aj Harmony, including all the Janded property and 
picture of what may be expected of the rising gene-| buildings uponit. The property contains more than 
ration, to make it pleasant for his majesty longer to} 20,000 acres, 5000 of which are already under culti- 
dwell on it. The emperor, however, considers the| vation, About 1000 acres more are rich meadow 
search after remedies for so many weighty incon-| land on the banks of the Wabash. His object is to 
veniences as belonging to the most important subjects | erect communities upon it, similar to the plan to be 
which the diet will have to consider. His majesty | putin execution at Motherwell. The colony is situated 
also thinks he should notact worthy of the place he upon the southern extremity of the state of Indiana.” 
holds in the confederation, and which he desires; Talma, the great French tragedian, was about to 
always to hold in the confidence of the members, if| appear on the London stage for a few nights, at an 
he were not to recommend this object to the par-| enormous salary. _ It is said that he was born in Eng- 
ticular care of the diet.” land, but left it ata very early age—and that he 
speaks his native language well. Kean is employed 
ACCIDENTS TO STEAM ENGINE BOILERS. A commit-| for 28 nights, at 481. pernight. The countess of Der- 
tee of the British house of commons, appointed to in- | by, countess of Cravea, and lady Thurlow, allat pre- 
vestigate the causes of the accidents to steam boilers, | sent living, were formerly Misses Farren, Brunton, 
have come to the following resolutions, which they | and Bolton, of Drury Lane theatre. 
have proposed to the consideration of the house: France. The following account of the interment 
‘1, Resolved, That it appears to the committee, | of the remains of the late king of France, is extracted 
from the evidence of several experienced engineers, | froma Paris paper of the 25th September. 
examined before them, that the explosion in the; The funeral of his late majesty took place on Thurs 
steam packet, at Norwich, was’caused, not only by|day. The road by which the procession was to 
the improper’ construction and materials of the | pass, and particularly the Faubourg St. Denis, was 
boiler, but the safety valve connected with it having | thronged ,by an expectant multitude, and, notwith- 








been overloaded; by which the expansive force of 
the steam was.raised to a degree of pressure beyond 
that which the boijer was calculated to sustain. 

“2. Resolved, That it appears to this committee, 
that, in the instances of similar explosions in steam 
packets, manufactories and other works where steam 
engines were employed, these accidents were attri- 
butable to one or other of the causes above alluded 
to. 

“3. Resolved, Thatit isthe opinion of this commit- 
tee, that, for the prevention of such aecidents in 
future, the means are simple and easy, and not 
likely to be attended with any inconveniences to the 
proprietors of steam-packets, nor wiih any additional 
expenses, as can either be injurious to the owners 
or tend to prevent the increase of such establish- 
ments. The means which your committee would re- 
commend are comprised in the fol lowing 

**REGULATIONS: 

“That all steam-packets, carrying passengers for 
hire, should be registered at the port nearest to the 
place from or to which they proceed. That all boilers 


standing the immense concourse, and the absence of 
troops to skirt the route, the greatest order prevailed. 
The troops wore crape on the arm, the drums were 
muffled, and the instruments of music ornamented 
with the symbols of mourning. The procession set 
out with the sound of cannon, and the bells of all the 
churches pealed the funeral knell. The carriages 
occupied by the great officers were covered with 
black cloth. At the doors and on the hammer-cloths 
were suspended the arms of France and Navarre. 
richly emblazoned. ‘ihe housings of the herses 
were black, adorned with leurs des lis,-in void, and 
tears in silver. ‘The carriage occupied by tie Dau- 
phin, the duke of Orleans, and the duke of Bourbou, 
was covered with black cloth; the housings ef the 
horses were of black cloth, vith silver fringe, and 
magnificent plumes. ‘The funeral car was remarka- 
bly rich. ‘he upper part formed a canopy, sur- 
mounted by the crown of France, supported by tour 
seated genii, each holding an inverted fiinbean. Th: 
canopy was adorned with veivet, enriched with feurs 








| des lis,in gold, and supported by four angels bearu2 
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palin-branches. The coftin was covered witha rich 
pall, ornamented with a silver cross. At the head 
was the crown of France, and at the feet the sceptre 
and hand of justice. The number of troops was 
about 11,000 men. Therain, which threatened to fall 
during the procession, held off till after its arrival at 
St. Dennis. Upon reaching that ancient burial-place 
of the kings of France, the royal remains were pre- 
sented by the grand almoner to the de:n of the royal 
chapter, preceded by the canons and clergy. The 
royal coffin was temporarily placed under a canopy 
erected in the midst of the choir, ornamented with 
the royal mantle of cloth of gold, and surmounted by 
the crown, cevered with crape. In advance of the 
coffin were the sceptre, the hand of justice, and the 
sword, and it was surrounded by two gardes de la 
Manche, five heralds at arms, and four of the king’s 


body guards. The body was followed by prince Tal- , 


Jeyrand, grand Chamberlain; the duke d’Avray, cap- 
tain of the guards; the duke d’Aumont, and the duke 
de Blacas, chief gentlemen of the chamber, and the 
chief gentlemen of honor near the king. Next came 
the Dauphin, the duke of Orleans, and the duke of 
Bourbon, in deep mourning, and wearing long man- 
tles. Atthe reception of the remains the usual pravers 


were recited. After the magnificat, the body was con- | 


veyed into the chapel of St. Louis, which has been 
converted into a chape'le ardente, and were it will re- 
main for thirty days, before it is deposited in the 


vault of the Bourbons. In the procession it was re-| 


marked that the clergy, with fambeaus, as announeed 
in the programme, did not attend. 

It is remarked, that this is the third time in the his- 
tory of France, that three brothers have successively 
ascended the throne. In the fourteenth century, 
three sons of Philiple Bel reigned successively, under 
the names of Louis 10th, Philip 5th, and Charles 4th. 
In- the sixteenth century the three sons of Henry II. 
also bore the crown in turn. They were Francis the 


‘2d, Charles 9th, and Henry 3d. 


The following is the speech of the king to the peers 
and the deputies:— 

My heart is too deeply affected to allow me to ex- 
press the sentiments which I feel; but I should be 
unworthy of him who has left me such great exam- 
ples, if, yielding too much to my grief, I did not pre- 
serve fortitude enough to fulfil the duties which are 
imposed on me. I was a brother, now I ama king; 
and this title, of itself, points out the conduct I ought 
to observe. 

Ihave promised, as a subject, to maintain the char- 
ter and the consiitution which we owe tothe sovereign 
ef whom Heaven has just deprived us. Now that the 
right of my birth has made the power fall into my 
own hands, I will employ it entirely in consolidating 
for the happiness of my people the great act which | 
have promised to maintain. My confidence in my 
subjects is entire, and Iam fully certain that I shall 
find in them the same sentiments with respect to me. 

I must add, gentlemen, that, conformably to the 
institutions of the king, whom we deplore, I shall con- 
yoke the chambers at the end of December. 

Russia. Manifesto of his imperial majesty:—‘We, 


> 

“Thanks to the Almighty, during three successive 
years, the empire hasstood in no need of recruiting, 
and our faithful and much-beloved subjects were 
enabled, without having their attention turned aside 
from their domestic concerns, to enjoy, in the bosoms 
of their families, the fruits of a peace which has hap- 
pily not been disturbed. The organization of the 
military colonies has greatly contribnted to render 
recruiting less often necessary. It will no longer be 
necessary, except in time of war, when, with the aid 
of Divine Providence, these colonies will have re- 
oe all the development which we propose to give 
them. - 

“Given at Tsarskoe Selo, the 15th of Angust, in the 
year of grace, 1824, and of our reign the twenty-fourth. 

(Signed) ‘*ALEXANDER.”’ 

East Indies. By an arrival from Caleutta, news has 
been received that the Birmese war was still raging, 
with no prospect of its early termination. The Bri- 
‘tish army had been drawn from Chittagong, for the 
' purpose of a general junation of forces in Rangoon, 
| which they succeeded in capturing. Rangoon is the 
.principa} port of the Birman empire, has from 30 te 
| 40,000 inhabitants, and contains some Christian mis- 
, sions; among them, one of the American Baptist So- 





iciety. The Birmese, taking advantage of the with- 
‘drawal of the British force, had approached Chitta- 
|gong, with an army of upwards of 50,000 men, but 
(hearingof the fall of Rangoon, retired towards Ava. 
The British army rescued many of the missionaries, 
| who had been ordered to execution by the Birmese 
commanders. The publication of the official ac- 
counts of the war had been suspended at Calcutta. 

Peru. Information has been received, via Porte 
| Cabello, that Bolivar and Canterac have met and had 
a general action,in which the latter was killed and 
his army routed. Bolivar had 15000 men, and Jost 
6000 in killed and wounded. We had possession of 
Lima and Callao—he drives all before him. 

Latest—Paris papers, to the 2nd Oct. received at 
‘New York. Charles X. entered his capital, Paris, on 
the 27th Sept. and was received with great enthu- 
siasm. 

There is a report that some Russian troops have ar- 
rived at Majorca, in the Mediterranean. 

Itseems that the dey of Algiers is about to make 
war en Spain and Sardinia. 

Many of the cities and towns of Spain are dis: 
| turbed by mobs—they appear to have some connec- 
ition with political matters, and several] bodies of in- 
surgents are said to be organized. The government 
is using great severity to keep the people quiet. 

The present population of St. Petersburg is given at 
390,900 souls, besides 1,000 English residents. 

The account of the defeat of the captain pacha at 
Samos is confirmed—indeed, it is said that Canaris 
‘had fulfilled his oath of blowing up the admiral’s 
iship, en board of which the pacha was, and that he 
i himself perished with his enemies. Another report 





discredits the whole statement, but confirms the ac- 


count of the previously stated defeat of the Turkish 
| Geet. 


The Egyptian fleet had not yet done any thing. It 


NI 


by the grace of God, Alexander the first, emperor | was des*: ned to attack Hydra; which was well forti- 
and autocrat of all the Rassias, &e. &o. Having | fied and sarrisoned, and encompassed with fire ships, 
judged it necessary to raise a levy of recruits this | ready f rthe enemy. 
year to compete our armies and fleets, in which there | — 
is a want of men caused by the ordinery reduc. y 

tions, and the leave of retirements, which we have | CHIRONICLE. 

granted to the veterans who have completed their | Genera? 4lvear, the minister from Buenos Ayres, has 
time of service, and whose number was considerable, | left Washington on his return home—he having been 
ds wellas to those whose maladies or infirmities ren-| appointed commander in chief of the army ordered 
dered them unfit for service, we ordain there shall | to take the field against the royalist Spaniards in Peru. 
bea levy, throughout the whole empire, of two re- | He isaccompanied by his secretary, col. Yriaste, who 
eruits in eyery five hundred souls, conformably to| will also have acommand in the expedition. 
the articles of our ukase, dated the 26th of August,| Kosciusko. The cadets of the United States oer 
ists. lecademy, at West-Poiut, have offered a gold meva:, 
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y doll ion for a] below Youngwomanstown, Pa. This is the first qtad- 
o Hert Pen ton: Thaddeus Kove ruped abthie seevine; that has been seen of taken io 
amit is to be erected at West Point, on a roman-| that part of the country by any of the oldest imtaoi- 
‘epets situated on a bank of the Hudson, and known | tants. 
the name of Kosciusko’s garden. 


ts. Charles Bonaparte, the son of Lucien, BC as : 
dont for publication a continuation of Wilson’s Negotiations with France. 


endid edition of Ornithology. It is to be published DOCUMENTS TRANSMITTED TO CONGRESS. 


the most superb style. To the Speaker of the house of representatives of the U. 8. 
‘ence. Mrs. Cutoush, widow of the late profes- 

we h. of the military academy at West Point, I transmit to the house of representatives a report 

r Cutbush, ar) from the secretary of state, agreeably to a resolution 


s issued progosals for publishing, by pre tede 960 of that house of the 11th of December last, with the 
ew work, by her late husband, entitled “#2 system of papers which accompanied that report. 


-otechny, comprehending the theory and practice, t 
Ph the Soateation of a wag designed for exhi- JAMES MONROE. 
tion and for war.”’ : 
Mw York canal. The benefits resulting from this 
nal are not alone confined to that state. A Ver- 
ynnes paper mentions the arrival there, of the canal | 
pat Eclipse, from Salina, N. ¥. with 1000 bushels! 
it, Five vessels, with freight, for that and the, 
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Washington, 2d February, 1824. 






Department of state, ¥ashington, 2d Feb. 1824. 

The secretary of state, to whom has been referred 
the resolution of the house of representatives, of the 
11th of December last, ‘‘requesting the president of 
: sa in Vereen.| the United States to communicate to that house co- 
righboring towus, a aes ee pies of such parts of the correspondence of the late 
es in one day. ote 090 Ibs. of butter | Minister of the United States at the court of France, 
During one week, upwards of “ig. pile ae ¥. "| wih the French government, and such parts of the 
nd lard passed through the canal, at Utica, N. ¥- correspondence of said minister with the seereta 
Domestic industry. At the late annual fair in Paw- of state, relative to claims of citizens of the’United 
ucket, Rhode Island, 25 ladies received premiums for | States for spoliations upon our lawful commerce, as, 
roductions of their industry and ingenuity. in his opinion, may not be inconsistent with the pub- 
Flannel. At the Brighton, (Mass.) fair, a piece of ic interest;” has the honor of submitting to the pre- 
Janne] was presented, woven by water power, which: sident the papers required by that resolution. 
3 supposed to save half the expense of weaving by | JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Mand. The use of water power for the manufacture | sald 
pf flannel is said not to have been yet commenced Extracts from the general instructions of Mr. Monroe, se 
n Great Britain, and is an American invention. | cretary of state, to Mr. Gallatin, envoy extraordinary, 

} 
{ 































Domestic buttons. We, some time since, noticed! and minister plenipotentiary of the United States to 
he manufacture of highly gilt buttons, at Waterbury, France, dated 
Connecticut; they were then made almost as an ex- Depariment of state, Washington, 15th April, 1916. 
eriment. We are pleased to Jearn, that theenter- “It has, at all times, since our revolution, been the 
prising manufacturers, Messrs. Aavon, Benedict and sincere desire of this government to cultivate a good 
lessrs. Leavenworth, Hayden and Scoville, have intelligence with France. The changes which have 
onsiderably enlarged their works, from the en- taken place in her government have never produced 
ouragement they have received; that the prejudice any change in this disposition. The United States 
which at first existed, had been done away, and that have looked to the French nation, and to the exist- 
our most respectable merchants and merchant tai- ing government, as its proper organ, deeming it un- 
lors give their orders freely, from perfect confidence . justifiable to interfere with its interior concerns. 
that they are, at least, equal to those imported. The existing government has, in consequence, been 


Emigration. A meeting of colored people has been , invariably recognized here as soon as known. Should 
held at Troy, N. Y. for the purpose of taking into con- | you find that unfounded prejudices are entertained 
sideration the propositions of the president of Hayti; | 0" this subject, which a frank explanation may re- 
and, at Cincinnati, Ohio, a society has been formed | my Stee: are authorized to make it. 
with a view of ascertaining correct intelligence in| ‘“Cherishing these sentiments towards the French 
regard to the soil and climate of the island. nation, under all the governments which have existed 

there, it has not been less a cause of surprise, than of 
| regret, that a corresponding disposition has not, at all 
, times, been reciprocated by the French government 
es S| towards the United States. The history of the last 
yers which so much impede the navigation oi those | .,,, years is replete with wrongs, received from that 


ia : ; G Wie gg de age || government, for which no justifiable pretext can be 
ied, at his residence in Greensburgh, N. Y. colonel | assigned. The property wrested, in that space of time, 
Bernardus Swartwout a soldier of the revolution— : 


he d from our citizens, is of great value, for which repa- 
‘ > » Yr rp . “* . . . 
: Fo e many important engagements under gen.’ pation has not been obtained. These injuries were 
ayette. 


Sincul aS he Charl a at ‘received under the administration of the late empe- 
rr _ CONE , . . . 
ingular coincidence. The Charleston Courier con- | 14. of France, on whom the demand of indemnity 


t i } ied | . . . ° 
‘ains the obituary of two persons, who recently died’... incessantly made, while he remained in power. 


in that city, of the name of Cannon. ' ‘hey were cou-; U . isa ‘ , , 
— ; : Under the sensibility thereby excited, and the failure 
“ins, in the 30th year of their age, were born on tlie . y J < 


‘to obtain justice, the relations of the two countries 
same day, and left the world at nearly the same hour. 2 


were much affected. The disorder which has, of late, 
Wonders of the vegetable world. At the Middlesex, | existed in France, has prevented a repetition of this 


(Conn.) cattle show, a water-melon was exhibited,| demand; but now, that the government appears to be 
Weighing 48 pounds-—at Salem (Mass.) a beet, 25! settled, itis due to our citizens, who were so unjustly 
pounds—in Hillsborough ( Mass.) a cabbage-head, 22 | plundered, to present their claims anew to the French 
pounds—at Portland (Maine),a Canada squash, weigh- | government.” 

‘ng 97 pounds—and in Canada, near Montreal, acu-| ‘A gross sum will be received, in satisfaction of 
cumber, four feet two inches long!! the whole claim, if the liquidation and payment of 














_ Ohio and Mississippi. A contract has been entered 
into, by authority of the government of the U. S. to 
clear the Ghio and Mississippi of the snags an saw- 


White bear. On the 18th ult. awhite bear was killed | every claim, founded on just principles, to be estab- 





onthe west branch of the Susquehannah, afew miles | lished, cannot be obtained. 
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“The management of this important interest is 
eommitted to your discretion, as to the moment and 
manner of me it under consideration, in which 
the prospect of obtaining a satisfactory reparation 
will, necessarily, have its due weight. “You will be 
furnished with a letter of instruction, authorizing you 


to provide for it, by convention, should that mode be 
preferred.” 


The secretary of state to Mr. Galiatin. 
-. Department of state, Washington, 7th May, 1816. 
Sir—On the presumption that his most Christian 
majesty may be disposed to provide, by special con- 
vention, for the just claims of the citizens of the U. 
States against France, as also for the like claims of 
French subjects against the United States—this letter 
is given to you by direction of the president, as an 


authority and instruction to negotiate a convention | 


for that purpose, withsuch person or persons as may 
have a like authority from his most Christian majesty. 
I have the honor to be, &. JAMES MONROE. 
Extract of a letter, No. 10, from Mr. Gallatin, envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary to France, to 
_ Mr. Monroe, secretary of state, dated 
Paris, 11th November, 1816. 
*t] have the honor to enclose a copy of my note, of 
the 9th instant, tothe duke de Richelieu, on the sub- 
ject of indemnities due to citizens of the U. States, on 
account of the illegal and irregular sequestrations 
and condemnations made under the authority of the 
former government of France. I had some difficulty 
in collecting, from scattered documents, the in- 
formation necessary to present a correct view of the 
subject, and adapted to existing circumstances.” 
Paris, 9th November, 1816. 
Monsieur le Duc—I had already the honor, in some 
preliminary convérsations, to present to your excel- 
lency a general view of the losses sustained by Ame- 
rican citizens, under various illegal acts of the former 
overnment of France; and, for which, the United 
tates claim an indemnity from the justice of his 


The right to an indemnty, being founded on the law 
of nations, extends to all cases, where there has been 
an evident infraction of that law, such as it is recog- 
nized by civilized nations. 

Of the acts of the former French government, 
openly violating that law, those issued on the 2Ist 
November, 1806, at Berlin, and on the 17th Decem- 
ber, 1807, at Milan, were promulgated in the shape 
of public decrees, applicable, at least nominally, to 
other nations as welias the United States. Other acts 
were exclusively directed against America; appear- 
ing alsosometimes under the form of decrees, as that 
of Bayonne, of the 17th April, 1898, and that of Ram- | 
bouillet, of the 23d March, 1810; and, at times, be-| 


7 





ing only special orders for seizing or selling eertain 
American vessels and cargoes. ‘To these various acts | 
must be added the wanton destruction, at different | 
times, of American vessels on the high seas. | 
That the Berlin and Milan decrees, so far as they | 
declared liable to capture and condemnation neutral | 
vessels, pursuing an innocent commerce, and contra- | 
vening no municipal laws, were an evident violation | 
of the law of nations, has not been, and cannot be, | 
denied. ‘The plea of retaliation, grounded on a sup- 
posed acquicscence of neutr«! powers in certain acts | 
of Great Britaia, and urged in justification of those | 
decrees, was unjust in its principle, and altogether | 
inadmissible, when affecting a neutral instead of an/| 
enemy. And, even that pretence for plunderinga 
friendly power was abandoned, when the two bel- 
ligerant governments, whilst continuing to capture 
the vessels of the neutral trading with their respective 
£nemy,'permitted a direct commerce, by means of 


. 7. 
licenses But that plea was, in pointof fact, dey 
tute of foundation with respect to the United Sty, 
That they had uniformly opposed the aggressions, 
Great Britian, on their neutral rights, is notorious, 
is not less true, and appears from all their publica 
and from the tenor of their negotiations with }y 
belligerents, that it was solely owing to the act, 
France, to the Berlin ané Milan decrees, that 
more decisive measures of resistance were not e 
adopted against Great Britain. So Jong as Fran 
and England equally continued to violate the ney 
rights of America, she could not have selected eit 
of those nations for an enemy without tamely x 
mitting to the aggressions of the other, and with 
deviating from that impartial course which it was\y 
constant endeavor to pursue. Aud when, at last, 
French decrees had been revoked, so far as Ap 
rica was concerned, the perseverance of England. 
continuing her unlawful orders, and in violating ty 
rights of the United States, produced a declaration 
war, on their part, against that country. 

Notwithstanding the intrinsic justice of the claig 
of the United States for losses sustained by their ci 
zens, under the Berlin and Milan decrees. it was in‘ 
mated by your excellency that those decrees, haviy 
been of a general nature, other nations, that had als 
experienced losses by their operation, would hay 
had an equal right to an indemnity, and that thos 
acts, not having been enumerated in the last treatiy 
and conventions between France and the other Eur 
pean powers, amongst those for which a compensatin 
should he made by France, the United States ougi 
not to expect to be placed on a better footing tha 
other nations. 

It would be preposterous to suppose, and it canne 
have been intended to suggest. that the United State 
can, in any case, be bound by treaties to which they 
were not parties, and in which no attention whateve 
could have been paid to their interests. Nor can, \i 
any correct analogy, the principles therein adopted 
be applied to America. 

The allied powers naturally sought to obtain ir 
demnity in those cases in which they were most inte 
rested. Almostall, ifnot all of them, had been, dur 
ing the late European wars, either at war, or in 4 
lianee with France, whilst the United States had ne 
ver stood in cither of those relations towards ber. 
Hence, it necessarily followed, that the injuries sus 
tained by the subjects of those powers, differed esser 
tially from those inflicted by France on Americat 
citizens. The Berlin and Milan decrees, so far ® 
they extended beyond prohibitory municipal regul 
tions, although nominally general, applied in fact a: 
most exclusively to the U. States. If there was any 
exception, it was in amount too small, and applicd (0 
nations whose weight was too ineonsiderable, to bt 
taken intoconsideration. Of the other powers, mali 
had no interest that indemnities should be obtainet 
on that account, whilst several of them, namely, 
England, Spain, Holland, Denmark, and Naples, had 
a direct interest that the principle should not be at 
mitted. It will, of course, appear, that, by the col 
vention between France and Great Britain, compe” 
sation is to be made by France for all the property 
English subjects confiscated or sequestered, not only 
during the last war, but also during that which pre 
ceded the treaty of Amiens, and including even the 
loss arising from the reduction of the public debt ol 
France, to one third of its nominal amount, with the 
exception of the scizures and confiscations made 18 
consequence of the laws of war, and of the probibr 
tory Jaws. And the exception precisely embrace 
the principle classes of injuries, for which the Unit 
ed States are entitled to indemnity, since their grouv™ 
of complaint against France are the abuse on he 
part of belligerant rights and the unlawful extension 
of prohibitory laws beyond their legitimate sphere- 
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‘ot only were the Berlin and Milan decrees an, their justice fruitless, but it appears that, by an order 
‘deut and acknowledged violation of the law of na-| said to have been issued at Bayonne, on the 17th of 
ns; not only the plea of retaliation against England, | April, 1808, all American vesse]s then in the ports of 
dof a presumed acquiesence in her aggressions, ! France, or which might thereafter come into them, 
s unfounded, with respect to the United States;, were directed to be seized, on the pretence that no 
t only neither the treaties between France and) vessel of the United States could then navigate, with- 
» allied powers are binding on America, nor the, out infringing a law of the United States, as if the in- 
inciples adopted in those treaties applicable to the | fraction of a municipal law could be lawfully punish- 
jations in Which she stood towards France; but, ed by a foreign power; as if it had not been notorious, 
nse decrees were also an open infraction of the, that a number of American vessels, which were 
aties subsisting between the two countrics; name-| abroad when the embargo became known to them, 
of the 12th, 13th and 14th articles of the convention | remained in foreign seas and countries, in order to 
the 30th of September, 1800, which did rot expire, avoid the effect of that law. 


The pressure of the embargo on the agriculture and 


ed, that the citizens of either country might sail | commerce of the United States, became such that 
th their ships and merchandise, (contraband goods; congress found it proper to modify that measure. By 
cepted), from any port whatever, to any port of the} a law of the Ist March, 1609, the act laying an embar- 
emy of the other, and from a port of such enemy,! go was repealed with respect to all countries, Eng- 
her to a neutral pert, or to another port of the; jand and France only excepted, and the vessels and 


England; remy, unless such port should be actually blockaded;’ merchandise of both countries were excluded from 
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ibjects, or of English origin. | 
itis true that, in answer to the American minister | 
ho had applied for explanations respecting the con- 


surauces were at first given that it would produce! 
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ree the character only of a prohibitory municipal | 
AW. 
hich followed its promulgation; and it was only in 
epteinber, 1807, that merchandise, found on board | 
neutral vessels at sea, was declared liable to con- 
Semnation, merely on account of its being of British | 
‘owth or manufacture. This factis here stated for | 
1e purpose of observing, that the assurances which | 
ad thus been given, and the practical construction 
us first put on the Berlin decree, prevented the! 
arly opposition which otherwise the United States | 
ould have made. to it; and that this supposed ac- | 
uiescence on their part, served as a pretence for the | 








3, many cd ag 
habs ; ritish orders in council of November, 1807, which | 
obtain’ MB cre iamediately followed by the French decree of| 
: y foliowed vy the Trench decree of | 
name), BMilan ; 
iples, hl ie 
ot be ad: rhe deerees and orders of the French government, 
: cot: hich applied exclusively to the United States, will! 
the PP? J ? 
compen: Fpo be noticed. 
operty : Assailed by the simultaneous agressions of the two 
not on} BBcilicerant powers, the first step of the American gO- | 
hich Poe ernment was to withdraw the commerce of the} 
even (0 B@ niicd States from the depredations to which it was| 
ic debt ol 


very where exposed. An embargo was laid in the 


with the Bitter end of the year 1807, on all their vessels: and, 
made Is olWithstanding the extraordivary privations and the 
| prohibr reat loss of revenue which were incurred, that mea- 
embrace? BiBure was persevered in during fifteen months. in 
the Unit Baie mean while, strong remonsirances were made to 
r grounds BBhec French and.English governments, on the subject 


e on het Bf their unlawful acts. 


was adhered to during the ten first months ad been thus seized 





axtension 
sphere. 


Not only was the appeal to, 




























































ata vessel, sailing for an enemy’s port without, the United States after the 20th of May following; 
owing that the same was blockaked, should be | with the proviso, that, in case either France or Great 
rned away, but neither be detained, nor her cargo | Brita should so revoke or modify their edicts, as 
confiscated; that impler.ents and ammunition of, that they should cease to violate the neutral commerce 
ar should alone be considered contraband of war;, of the United States, the commercial intercourse of 
nd that free ships should make free goods, extending | the United States should be renewed with the nation 
at freedom even to an enemy’s property, on board | so doing, aly 
e ships belonging to the citizens of eilher country.) pal and pacific; and its object was to avoid immedi- 
he French decrees, in violation of those stipula-) ate hostilities and to give further time for negotia- 
us, after having declared the British islands and tions; to withdraw, as far as practicable, the naviga- 
ssessions in a state of blockade, although they! tion of the United States from the operation of the 
ere not pretended to be actually blockaded, made, unlawful acts of both France and England, and to give 
ble to capture and condemnativn all American, (as | to both suilicient inducements for repealing their 
ell as other neutra!) vessels, sailing on the high seas, | edicts, by the actual privation of the benefits deriv- 
vm orto any English port, or cven which might! ed from the American commerce, and by the pros- 
ave been visited by an English vessel, as well as) pect that, in case of such repeal by either nation, she 
ery species’ of merchandise belonging to English, would again enjoy those advantages of which her 
| enemy would continue to be deprived. 


This Jaw in its nature was entirely munici- 


The act was officially communicated on the 29th 


‘of April, 1809, by the American minister, to the 
ruction intended to be given to the Berlin decree, | French government. It was not at that time treated 
as hostile; and if it produced no favorable change, 

> change in the previous regulations respecting neu- | NO Femonstrance was made against it. But, towards 
alnavigators, nor in the convention with the United, te end of the same year, orders were given to seize 
4 : tries occupied by her arms; and after a great number 


, principally in Spain and in Hol- 
and, an imperial decree was, on the 23d March, 
1810, issued at Rambouillet, ordering’ or rather con- 
firming that seizure, extending it to all American 
vessels which had entered France or those countries 
since the 20th May, 1809, and directing that the pro- 
duct of the sales should be deposited in the caisse 
d’amortissement. The act of congress cv Ist March, 
1809, was alleged as the motive for that outrageous 
measure. In point of fact, it is not believed that any 
vessel, the property of French subjects, had been 
forfeited for a violation of that act. At least, itis 
not recollected that any application was made, for the 
remission of such forfeiture, to the treasury depart- 
ment, which, by the law, was authorized to grant such 
remissions, and would certainly have done it, in any 
case where the law might not have been within the 
knowledge of the parties. But it cannot be neces- 
sary seriousiy to discuss a plea, which was evidently 
but a pretence for plundcr. It will be sufficient te 
observe, that the gross injustice of the Rambouillet 
decree consists in its retrospective operation; and 
that if the French government had promulgated an 
order, excluding American vessels from the ports of 
France and of the countries occupied by her arms, 
and pronouncing the penalty of confiscation, after due 
notice cf that order, American citizens, who might 
have vciuntarily and knowingly violated the proyi- 
sions of What was only a municipal law, would have 
been justly liable to its penalties. 

The American property sefzed or e&’pturet by 





ly ee ee Brees 
rts. oe 


OF Ng ene, Oe oe ee 


> 


Oy ee ee ee 
a oe 


_burnt at sea, and those which have been sequestered. 
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Virtue either of those four general decrees, or of; natural bias exists in favor of the captor 
special orders, whieh are but partially known to the | least necessary that the decisions should b 
governmentof the United States, may, in reference to} a regular and permanent iribunal, 


its present situation, be classed under two general 
heads, viz: that which has never been condemned, 
and that which has been actually confiscated. 

The first class embraces the vessels and cargocs 


It is not necessary to make any observations on the 
destruction of vessels at sea, your excellency having 
already intimated that the government of France 
was disposed to make compeusation for acts of that 
nature. - 

The vessels and cargoes sequestered, and not con- 
demned, consisted principally of those scized at St. 
Sebastian, and other places, in the latter end of the 
year 1809, and in the beginning of 1810, and so!d by 
virtue of the decree of Rambouillet. Fourteen ves- 
sels which,.during that winter, had been driven into 
Holland, and which, by a particular agreement be- 
tween the government of that country and that of 
France, bearing date, it is said, the®16th of March, 
1810, were put at the disposal cf Frence, are ef the | 


~—— 





‘same description. And, exclusively cf other spe-| 


cial orders of the same nature, which may not be; 


known to me, tne cargoes of seven vessels arrived | 
at Antwerp in the beginning of the year 1807, and. 





es = 
S. Itis, 
4 € made | 
acting accord, 
to fixed rules, and affording every securite of wh 
Such an institution is susceptible. But the Udity 
States have a right to demand that those imperiy 
decisions should be annulied, not enly as contrayeni, 
tie useges and law of nations, but as voilating, alsy 
an existing treaty. Ithas been stipulated by the 9 
article of the convention, of the 30th September, 1g 
‘that, in all cases, the establish@c courts for pri 
causes, in the country to which the prizes migi.t }; 
conducted, should alone take cognizance of then: 
Of 27 vessels and cargoes, (captured or seized prig 
to the Ist of November, 1810),which, as appears bys 
list before me, were condemned by imperial decisicys 
eighteen had been seized or captured, prior to thy 
Sist of July, 1809, the day on which the convent 
expired. 

3. Ihave been assured that, upon investigation, j 
will be found that some of the decisions of the council 
of prizes itself, have taken place without observing 
the forms prescribed by law; without giving an 
portunity to the parties of bringing their proof: 
Without an examination of the ship-papers, and, \; 
fact, in obedience to an imperial order. A decisig; 
of the council, dated 10th of September, 181], and 
















which were permitted to be landed there, were also| by which six ships and cargoes were at once cop 
sequestered and finally sold, by virtue of an order of } demned, is particularly mentioned. 


government, dated the 4th of May, 1810. [In all these | 


4. The retrospective operation of the Rambouille 


eases there has been no condemnation, no final deci- | decree has already been mentioned. It will also be 
sion The vessels and cargoes were only seized and | found that, in several instances, the Milan decree 
sold by order of government, and the proceeds of| has received a similiar construction, and that vessel 
sales deposited in the caisse d’amortissement, or in| have been condemned for having contravened that 


some other public chest. 
The right to demand and obtain a decision on all| 
those suspended cases, is undeniable. 


| deeree, which cpuld not have known its existence, 


haying sailed from American ports either before, ora 


Either the pro-| short time afier, it had been issued, and the alleged 


‘ ee ‘ : i ‘ : 
cecds of sales will be restored to the lawful owners, ! infraction of the decree itself, having, at least in one 
by virtue of that decision, or the present government] instance. taken place prior to its date. 


of France must go beyond what had been done by | 


5. It inight have been expected, that, when tle 


the former government, and decrce the final confis-| Berlin and Milan decrees were declared to be revil- 
cation of property, which even that government had | ed from and after the Ist November, 1810, no further 


been unwilling to condemn. 


I will not permit myseli! condemnation would take place with respect to cass 


for a moment to suppose that therecan be any hesita-| notyet decided at that time; notwithstanding which, 


hon on that question. 

With respect to property actually condemnd, with- 
out intending to impair the indisputable right of the 
United States, toan indemnity for every condemna- 


tion made by virtue of decrees, violating the ucknow- | 


ledged law of nations, I will beg leave to acd some ob- 
servations on the manner in which those decrecs were 
executed, for the purpose of showing that an inves- 
tigation and revision of those condemations ought to 
take place, .ven if it was admitted that France had 
aright to issue the Berlin and Milan decrees, and to 
condemn vessels contravening their tenor. ‘The time 
necessary to obtain information in that respect, hus 
occasioned the delay which has taken place in mak- 
ing this communication, since the last conference | 
had the honor to hold with your excellency. 

1. These condemnations have, as has already been 
stated, been made in contravention of an existing 
treaty; so far at least as relates to property seized or 
captured prior to the 31st of July, 1809. 

2, Several of the condemnations, or rather acts of 
confiscation, were made by what has been called “‘im- 
perial decisions,” meaning thereby, not those cases 
where an appeal may have been made from that coun- 
cil of prizes to the council of state, but those in- 
stances,where the order of condemnation issued from 
the council, or from Napoleon himself, without any 
previous regular trial and condemnation by the coun- 
cil of prizes. 





it appears that forty-eight ships and cargoes, pre- 
viously seized or captured, were condemned subse- 
quent to that day, namely: by the council of prizes. 
eighteen before, and ten after, the 28th of April, 181]; 
and by imperial decisions, eleven before, and nive 
after, the last mentioned day. Yet the decree cf tha! 
day, (28th of April, 1811), enacts and declares, that 
the Berlin and Milan decrees are, from and after the 
ist of November, 1810, definitively considered as i 
they had not existed, (commenon avenus), with respec! 
to Americau vessels. 

6. Several condemnations were made for frivolov 
pretences, of vessels captured after the Ist November, 
1819, or, in other cases, which the general decrees 
could not reach, such as alleged irregularities in the 
certificates of origin, or in other ship-papers; prt 
sumed navigation under British convoy; mutiny 0M 
board; intention to remit the proceeds of sale! 
through England. . 

It appears, from the preceding statement, that, I! 
dependent of the illegality of the Berlin and Mila® 
decrees, there is a sufficient cause for the revision © 
the condemnations which have taken place. Nor! 
there any thing novel in that course. A number ©! 
unlawful captures of American vessels having bee? 
made by Great Britain during the commencement © 
her war with France, particulraly by virtue of certal 
British orders in council, of the 6th November, 1780, 


Such proceedings must be considered! it was agreed, by the 7th article of the treaty © 


as irregular and arbitrary acts, contravening the} November, 1794, between the United States ar 
usages and law of nations. Itis sufficently hard for| England, that fulland complete compensation shou 


the neutral that his property should be tried exclu-| be made by the British government for the 


Josses 


rated 
sively by the tribunals of the belligeravt, where ajand damages sustained by citizens of the Unites 
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aia | ROA IE LEI EO nen cnaneennminenecedatl whe Stes ——= - —s 
> . bsg States, by reason of ivregular or illegal capiures or con- dressed to him, on the 26th December, a short note; 

made | demnations of their vesseis and other property, under ; of which, and of his answer, dated the 16th instant, 
of wi: color of authority or commissions from his britannic | copies are enclosed, 

Whi majesty; anda sum exceeding twelve luudred thou- | ‘io the interview which accordingly took place to- 
> imner: sand pounds, sterltig, in specie, was uctually paid to | day, I requested that he would proceed to state what 
Foe tie, American citizens, by the decision of the joint come | he had concluded to offer in answer to the basis pro- 
tine — mission, appointed in conformity with the said treaty. | posed in my note of the Sth of November last. He 
'¥ the 2 Proim this view of the subject, t have the honcr to, said that his offer would fall very short of our de- 
her : 2 propose to your excellency, an arrangement, found- | mands; thathe would not go beyond an indemnity for 
fox’ £0) ed on the following basis, in which, without aban- _ Vessels burnt at sea, and for those, the proceeds of 

doning the just rights of the citizens of the United which had been only sequestered and deposited in 
of the States, a positive stipulation is avoided, waich would, | the caisse d’amortissement. He added, that he would 
zed *e at this time, bind the goverument of France to make | make his proposai in writing, and that this would not 
ta pig compensation generally for all the coucemunations | be attended with much delay. I then said that I could 
decisis under the Berlin and Milan decrees. | notgive any opinion on his proposal, until I had re- 







OF to th 
DVENtigy 


igation, ji 


Ist. That the government of France will engage to | 
make compensation to the citiaens of the United | 
States: 1, For all vessels and cargoes captured, seiz- | 
ed, or sequestered, which have not been cefinitive- 
ty condemned by the council of prizes, and the pro- 


ceived his note, but that I wished him to understand 
tliat, if the government of the United States thought 
it proper, (which [could not at present promise), to 
accept an indemnity for certain classes only of our 
claims, this never would be purchased by a relin- 











Gem) eae 
leona ceeds of which were placed either in the public trea- | quishment of the other just demands of our citl- 
tay nope sury, in the caisse @amoruissement, or in any other | zens.’ 
P procs publie chest; and also for all vessels and cargoes de- _ 
S, and, ip stroyed at sea, and likewise os pe aacnewaecr , Jr. Gallatin tothe duke de Richelieu. 
decisiy tse 92 yi lc Tal ag ylaagerse Phage | Paris, 26th December, 1816 
811, ang reason of such other irregular or unjawtul SIZULES, oe ee ainatiie off the . ion tat b i, 
nce con captures, Or condempations, as will be decreed, by a} . *™ nic 4 th, saecaial - € the t eg | wan 
; joint commission, to have been made contrary to| prnsary! pista b+ Ke reper OF, SAO. SER. Sees 
ee public law and justice, or in contravention of cxist- | Must ave engrossed the attention of his most Chris- 
Ebouille! ing treaties. tiun majesty’s government, has heretofore avoided to 
also te “8d. That a joint commission (or commissions) shall | Utge the consideration of the subject matter of the 
| decree Le established with power, 1. ‘fo liquidate the letier, which he had the honor to address, on the 9th 
t vessels amount due for property either destroved at sea or of November last, to his excellency the duke de 
ned tha sequestered, and not definitively condenined as afore-| Richelieu. It bas, however, become necessary that 
Astence, sata § o datide in what other cases of irregular | b€ Should be able to communicate to his own govern- 
a de or unlawful seizures, captures or condemnations, the | @ePt, the result of his application. He, therefore, 
alleged government of REE justly bound to make also requests an interview, as early as will suit the conve- 
shies compensation, and to what amount. _ a oS ee ee de hoagie om iia al 
Rice fhe The manner in which the commission or commis- Br Pc 6 ein IE TH Ste ae eaiie peep rim oy 
qanbes sions should be appointed and organized, may, it is * sotien rhs senaiaaiid od “of hi . = on 
farther presumed, be easily arranged, and every reasonable | MIH€ h 4 : der ee .S ae Se 
 lewie stipulation will be adinitted which may be necessary Unguished cons! ey. 
} which, * hoe ee tay ptr. oe iat — The duke de Richelieu to Mr. Gallatin. 
‘pol ote -Teannot end this communication without saying, ee . 1917 
* prizes, that the present situation of France is known and The duke'de Richelie drs ‘7 yp way Li. 
L 181i: felt by the government of the United States. It is Bord = oe Mees ati : a9 ut deeply regret 
oe tes evidently the interest of America that France should | ‘at his weighty and multiplied avocations have com- 
pele he prosperous and powerful. It is the sincere wish avg Lin oa oe ring this mae + ge the time he 
hal ' ; sent oo. | Had promised himself to receive Mr. Gallaiin, and 
es, - oe Lo prig svete peice 5 Sas oe Seen eA now ‘xe the time for Monday morning, the 20th of 
oe ditliculties which the lamentable event of March, | He present mouth, at noon, if that day meets his ¢on- 
respect 1815, has occasioned. It is, therefore, with reluc- Ne eu eee hile. th 
tance, and only in obedience to a sacred duty, thata © prays him to accept, meanwhile, the renewed 
= demand is made, at this time, which may have a ten- assurance of his most distinguished consideration. 
smiher “ency to increase those difficulties; and every dispo- —- 
ecrees sition exists to accede to such time and mode of pay- | Extract of a ie'ter, Vo. 27, from Mr. Gallatin to the ser 
in the ment as, without being inconsistent with the just erctary «" state, dated Paris, 23d April, 1817. 
5} pre- rights of the citizens of the United States, may be} “I had an interview, on the 13th instant, with the 
iny on least inconvenient to Franee. duke de Richelieu, in which he announced to me, 
sales Permit me to request your excellency to take the | that he had concluded not to give a written answer 
subject into early consideration, and to communicate | tomy note of the 9th of Nov. last, on the subject of 
at, in- to me, as soon as may be practicable, the determina- | American claims. The claims of the subjects of 
Milas tion of his majesty’s government. | European powers, which France was, by the conven- 
ion of I have the honor to be, with the highest consider- | tion of 181, bound to pay, had been estimated ata 
Nor is ation, your excellency’s most obedientservant, ; sum not exceeding, at most, one hundred and fifty 
yer of ALBERT GALLATIN. | millions of trancs, (or an annuity of seven and a half 
- beer HTis excellency te duke de Richeliew, millions.) But it was now found, that the terms 
ent of Minister, sec’y of state for the department thus imposed were much harsher than the French go- 
ertain of foreign affairs, §c. &c. vernment had expected, or than the allies themselves 
1793, = had intended. The reclamations, ander the conven- 
ty of Extracts of a letter, No. 19, frem Mr. Gallatin, envoy | tion with Great Britain, did not indeed exceed tha 
“and extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to France, \ sum of fifty millions, at which they had been esti 
hauld to. Mr. Monroe, secretary of state, dated mated: but those of the subjects cf continental pow- 
losses Paris, 20th January, 1817. ers, filed with the commission appointed for that 
Ipjted “‘Having received no answer from the duke de | purpose, exceeded twelve hundred millions, without 
Richelieu to my letter, of the 9th November last, Lad-| including a porticn of the Spanish claims, the Hime 
; Fi 
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for presenting which had not yetexpired. Many of 
those dérdurids would undoubtediy be rejected or 
reduced by the commission. 
amount, which might be declared justly due, so far 
exceeded every previous calculation, and was so 
much beyond the ability of France to pay, that he 


payments in some measure within the resources of 
the peat | Under such circumstances, and whilst 
unable to face the engagements which superior force 
had imposed on them, it was, he said, utter!y impos- 
sible for his majesty’s government to contract, vo- 
luntarily, new obligations. They were not willing to 
4, reject, absolutely and definitively, our reclamations 
: in toto; they could not, at this time, admit them. 
What he had now verbally communicated, could not, 
i for many reasons, become the ground of an official 
4 answer to my note. He had, therefore, concluded 
| that a silent postponement of the subject was the 
least objectionable course, since, having now made 
our demand for indemnity in an official manner, the 
., ovestion would be left entire for discussion at some 
~ more favorable time, after France was in some degrce 
” disentangled from her present difficulties. He added, 
that, if there was any apparent inconsistency between 
We the language he had formerly held, and what he was 
~ 3 now compelled to say, it must be ascribed to the cir- 
: cumstances he had stated, to the extraordinary and 
mB frightful amount to which he had lately found other 
oe foreign claims to have swelled. 
: | ‘After some remarks on the disappointment which, 
after what had passed in our first conversation, this 





unexpected determination must produce, 1 replied, 
that the payment by France of exaggerated and cdoubt- 
ful claims to the subjects of every other foreign pow- 
er, did but increase the injustice of refusing to ad- 
| mit the moderate and unexcentionable demands of 
jie the American citizens. The present embarrassments 
& of France, however, increased by the magnitude of 
those foreign private claims, couid form no solid ob- 
jection to the recognition and liquidation, although 
1 they might impede the immediate discharge of our 
. reclamations. It was with this view of the subject 
that I -had, from the first outset, expressed the dis- 
position of the government of the United States to 
accommodate that of France, as tothe time and man- 
ner of making compensation to the claimants. I ad- 
ded, that his declining to answer my note in writing, 
would, exclusively of other objections, leave no 
. trace of the ground on which he placed the postpone- 
the ment of the subject. 
i “The duke, without answering my observations in 
a direct way, gave me to understand, that, after the 
sacrifices to which the king’s ministers had 
been compelled to give a reluctant assent, and the 





ee OY. magnitude of which would soon be known, they would 
i ue not dare to take the responsibility of acknowledg- 

. ing a new debt, although made payable at a distant 
ae period. 


re “On my mentioning that his majesty’s government 
a had voluntarily recognized all the engagements previ- 
a eusly contracted with French subjects, and which 
vA constituted what was called the arriere, and suggest- 
q ing that the sequestrations of American property 
HH > might be considered as coming under that description, 
} which would prevent the necessity of asking a spe- 
J cifie credit for that objeet from the legislative body; 
t be answered that the law would not justify such a con- 
pis struction. 

te “Having exhausted every argument which the oc- 
ee casion suggested, 1 ended the conference, by saying, 
that, as I could not compel him to give mea written 
answer, I would reflect on the course which it be- 


Still, the probable | 


(the duke) was now employed in scelring some means | 
of obtaining modifications, which might bring the | 


See ee 


-——o 


fer the case to my government. He said that he in- 

tended to write to Mr. De Neuville to make to youa 
communication similar to that which he now had 
made to me, ) 

“T addressed to him yesterday the letter, of which 
,acopy isenciosed. Its principal object, as you will 
perceive, is to put on record the ground on which he 
had himself placed the postponement of the subject, 
and to leave the door open to further representations 
respecting cases of property not condemned, in case 
you should think it best not to urge further, at pre- 
sent, the demand for indemnity in all cases.” 


ATs, Gallatin to the Duke de Richelieu. 
Paris, 2d April, 1817. 

“Monsieur le Duc: In the interview which Ehad the 
honor to have with your excellency on the 138th ins 
you intimated that the increased magnitude of the 
claims made upon Trance by subjects of European 
powers, under the convention of the year 1815, ren- 
dered it necessary to postpone, to a more favorable 
tirae, the discussion of the American claims which 
were the subject of my note of the 9th of November 
fast. Without repeating here the unavailing argu- 
inents which I urged against this indefinite and unex- 
pected delay, I will only say that lam not authorized 
toaccede to it, and that it cannot be viewed favorably 
by the government of the United States, after the as- 
surances which had been given of its disposition to 
concur in any reasonable arrangement which might 
be proposed, with respect to the time and manner of 
making compensation to the claimants. 

I presume, however, that the postponement is in- 
tended to apply only to those claims, which, though 
founded on strict justice, were found by his majesty’s 
-govern@ent ina situation that seemed to render a 
convention necessary for their proper adjustment 
The demands for property burnt at sea, or seized and 
sequestered, without having ever been condemned or 
even brought to a trial before any tribunal whatever, 
are not of that description. They are, to all intents 
and purposes, an arriere, or unliquidated debt, for 
property seized, which,if not condemned, must be 
paid for, and the settlement of which does not require 
a specific convention. It cannot be supposed that, 
after his majesty’s government has not only agreed 
to pay various foreign claims, of a different nature, 
but has recognized all those of French subjects aris- 
ing from the acts of the former governments of 
France, the citizens of the United States should alone 
he excepted from the operation of those measures 
dictated by justice and sound policy, which, under 
most arduous circumstances, have so eminently con- 
tributed to surmount every difficulty and to restore 
public credit. If any distinction was indeed attempt+ 
ed to be made, it sliould be in favor of the citizens of 
a foreign nation at peace, whose property was forcibly 
arrested from them, rather than in favor of subjects, 
who voluntarily advanced theirs, and, in many in- 
stances, with a view to an expected profit. But no 
such distinction isclaimed; and I only trust that, 
whilst the communication made to me compels me 
to wait for further orders from my government on 
the jubject of American claims, generally, those off 
the description last mentioned shall not remain sus- 
pended, and that orders shall be given to the proper 
authorities for their speedy liquidation, and for dis- 
charging them in a manner as favorable, at least, as 
that which has been provided for the claims of French 
subjects known by the name of arriere. 

I request your excellency to accept the assurances 
ofthe distinguished consideration with which I have 

he honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


————————————————————— 

















ie hoved me to pursue, and that, probably, 1 would re- [ To be continued. } 
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